Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



I 




^~1 






. / 



. ) ■■ 



- ■ 1 



' 



- - f \ 



-1 

51 



i , \ 



I 



7 



>• jcy 



V' 



4 <* 



I 1/ ^ 



/ • ) .V .-J >^ / :* / /<- r-. > .' >- r ( 



/ 



PAPERS 






^ f 



V 



r 






ox THE 







OF THE 




HkemanniHit 




BY 



SA,MUEL 0. L POTTER, A. M., M. D.. 



AND 



LEWIS SHERMAN, A. M., M. D., 



WITH 



ri'i 



rilE KEPORTS OF TliE 



( ^ 



^MlLWAUKEE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE 



ON THE RESULT. 



.1878-1880. 



\ 



jl test 



OF THE 



^^3 




EFFICACY OF THE HIGH DILUTIONS. 



PUBLISHED BY THE 



]|[ilmatt^e4 ^pi(4tt(g af l^^ilmtte. 



XD o o © mn To o r, 1 8 7=" S. 



Communications should be addressed to the Secretary. 
ALBERT SCHLCEMILCH, M. D., 

491 THIRD 8TBBBT, 

MILWA(7KBE, WISCONSIN. 



Cramer, Aikens & Cramer, Printers, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 



A. O? E S T 



OP THE 



EFFICACY OF THE HIGH DILUTIONS. 



Extracts from a Paper Read by Lewis Sherman, M. D., before the 
Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, Nov. 5, 1878. 

There are two ways of determining the curative properties of a drug, 
viz : firaty by observing its effects on the sick ; second^ by observing its 
effects on the healthy. The former method, being apparently most sim- 
ple, natural and direct, has been employed from time immemorial to 
the present day. The latter method was introduced as a part of a sys- 
tem of medicine about eighty years ago by a now noted German physi- 
cian. 

In regard to the reliability of tests made on the sick, it is important 
to observe that, theoretically ^ they are very untrustworthy, because no 
physician is competent to testify in any individual case of sickness in 
which drugs have been administered, what might have been the result 
if the drugs had not been administered. The scientific physician does 
not say, " I gave the drugs A, B and C, and they cured my patient," 
but rather, " I gave the drugs A, B and C, and afterwards found my pa- 
tient well." 

Practically, the results obtained by experimenting with drugs on the 
sick are immense accumulations of disjointed facts, which prove one 
thing to one observer and another thing to another observer. In mil- 
lions of instances have various drugs been given to the sick, and in mil- 
lions of instances the sick have afterwards recovered their health. Each 
experimenter on the sick is prepossessed in favor of certain drugs for 
the cure of certain diseased conditions, and he readily finds among the 
millions of recoveries after drugging, a sufficient number of cases to 
convince him that his favorite remedies are good. 

A very ancient medical writer, cotemporary with Hippocrates, learned 
from his experience and that of his predecessors that prolapsus uteri 
could be cured by fomentations of bad smelling substances applied to 
the mouth of the vagina ; that flexions of the uterus depending on want 
of tone could be cured by fomentations with the urine of a man, and 
that sterility could be cured by the introduction of bruised maggots. 

T* 3|C I* ^ 3|C ^ S|C 9|C 

Among the remedies recommended by Galen, whose authority reigned 
supreme in the medical schools of Europe from the second to the four- 
teenth century, were bile, sweat, urine, saliva and excrement of man 
and various other animals, preparations from vipers, foxes, hyenas, 
weasels, grasshoppers, earthworms, bugs and Spanish flies ; also bones, 
marrow, horns, liver, nails and skin ; cobwebs, oysters, eggs, snails, 
crabs, sponges, etc. 

Ancient medical writers gave minute directions for the use of the 
talismanic word, Abracadabra, in the cure of agues and other fevers. 



The learned Serenus Saramonicus directs that the word be written on 
paper in the form of a triangle: 

ABRACADABRA 
ABRACADABR 
ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
ABRACAD 
ABRACA 
ABRAC 
ABRA 
ABR 
AB 
A 
«t the paper on which it is written be folded in the form of a cross 
ci suspended from the neck by a strip of linen, so as to rest on the pit 
the stomach; that the word be worn in this way for nine days, and 
_ en, before sunrise, cast behind the wearer into a stream running east. 
CZ>til:ier writers directed that the word be frequently repeated by the 
3,'tient. 
Thousands upon thousands of cases of scrofulous eruptions and other 
oxitaneous diseases are reported by the highest official authority to have 
V>een cured by the touch of a king. To this day these diseases go by 
tlie name of King's evil. These cures have not taken place once only; 
tliey have arrived to the status of a national institution. They have 
not one witness merely, but millions; they have had successive genera- 
tions of witnesses Guibert de Nogent speaks as an occular witness of 
cures eflfected in his day by Louis the Fat. Those effected by Louis IX 
are mentioned in proper terms in the bull of canonization. Charles 
VIII touched and cured many cases of King's Evil. These facts have 
been carefully verified and the authors who mention them remark that 
they were not imaginary, because little children were among the cases 
cured. 

As an illustration of the gradual rise in the development of Medical 
Science from the time of Hippocrates to the present day, I may mention 
the treatment of Charles II of England, in his last illness, by the high- 
est talent the British government could command in the year 1685. The 
King was bled enormously, his head was shaved, a red hot iron was 
applied to the scalp, and a loathsome volatile oil, distilled from dead 
men's skulls was forced between his lips. 

Some neophyte in the profession may be inclined to sneer at these 
prescriptions, but they have stood the test of experiment on the sick, 
and as a result have gained a place in medical literature. 

Twenty-three centuries later than the first mentioned author, in the 
age of printed books, medical colleges and Doctors of Medicine, the 
pharmacopoeias describe and the pharmacies find a ready sale for prepa- 
rations from cobwebs, spiders, egg-shells, oyster shells, sponges, honey- 
bees, Spanish flies, crabs, bed-bugs, cockroaches, beetles, wasps, earth- 
worms, the preputial secretions of a species of deer, the prepuce of the 
beaver, the odorous excrescences found on the inside of the leg of the 
horse, the aromatic liquid emitted by the skunk, cuttle fish juice, plant 
lice, parasites which infest the common house-fly, the poisons of snakes 
and toads, ox-gall, fox lung, ashes, anthracite coal, charcoal, corn smut 
and small-pox scabs. Our periodical literature reports many cures with 
vaccine virus, serum from itch postules, the poison of glanders, mad-dog, 
syphilitic and gonorrhoeal virus, dog's milk, skim milk, the first milk of 



a nursing woman, sugar of milk which has been exposed to direct sun- 
light, then bottled and labeled "&W," etc., etc. 

Several eminent professors in Homoeopathic' Colleges have gravely rec- 
ommended and practiced version of the foetus in utero by administering 
to the mother, PvlsatiV/x in various preparations, from the tincture to the 
two hundredth dilution. 

At a period within the memory of persons now living, agues were 
cured by incantations, by the wearing of charms and amulets or by the 

Eatient's tying a string around the limb of a tree as many times as he 
ad had chills. 

Only a few years ago as we all remember, experienced medical men 
warned against the danger of allowing fever patients to satisfy their 
thirst with cold water. Now cold drinks are found by experience to exert 
a salutary effect in fevers. Blood-letting has been proved by experience 
to be an indispensable agent in the healing art, and one of almost 
universal applicability. Again, experience has proved that the blood- 
letting treatment is worse than useless. Experience has taught the medi- 
cal profession that the continued use of large doses of Mercury furnishes 
the best means of eradicating the poison of Syphilis and curing fevers, 
dyspepsia and most mild ailments. Later eoppervmce has taught that 
small doses of Mercury are better than large ones and that often the pa- 
tient recovers without any Mercury. ♦ * * 

I have used the word " experience " in the commonly accepted sense, 
viz : the accumvlated observations of individiial physicians on individiial cases 
of disease. The statistical results of properly conducted experiments 
have a real scientific value ; but experiments on the sick can rarely be 
performed except in hospitals, where it is possible to divide into two or 
more classes a large number of patients suffering from a disease wliich 
has a somewhat uniform natural course, and to put each of these classes 
on a different course of treatment, and tabulate the results for study. A 
few such experiments have been made, and even these have done more 
to establish truth and eradicate errors in medical practice than all of the 
ordinary " experience " which has accumulated in the whole history of 
medicine. 

The second method of determining the curative properties of a drug, 
mz : by observing its effects on the healthy, involves scarcely any of the 
chances of error which vitiate the former method. If a drug appears 
to produce the same or similar effects on a large proportion of the 
healthy persons who take it, it is a comparatively safe inference that the 
drug produced those effects. If ten healthy persons take each a dose of 
morphine, and within an hour all fall into a stupid sleep, it is a com- 
paratively fair inference that the drug caused the sleep. But, if ten pa- 
tients suffering from Dysentery are dosed with morphine for a week and 
all regain their health, the fact does not signify that morphine was es- 
sential to the cure, or even that the drug was not detrimental in every 
case. 

A difficulty in this second method consists in translating pathogenetic 
symptoms into therapeutic indications. There is no doubt that there 
are fixed and ascertainable relations between the effects of any drug on 
a healthy animal organ or tissue, and the effects of the same drug on a 
diseased organ or tissue. Whether a medicine be given to remove symp- 
toms like those it produces, or diseased states opposite to those it pro- 
duces, its effect on the healthy may guide in its administration to the sicL If 
the law, '^Similia similibus curantur^^ is of very general applicability, 



then there can be but little chance of error in using the results of ex- 
periments on the healthy as a guide in the selection of remedies for the 
sick. 

Another difficulty is in excluding those symptoms which may occur 
in a healthy person after taking the drug, but which are not produced by 
the drug. The importance of great care in this particular is illustrated 
by Dr. Conrad Wesselhoeft's " Reproving of Carbo vegetabUis^^^ published 
in the Proceedings of the American Institute of HorrweapaiKy for 1877. 

Hahnemann and many of his followers have made '^ provings" with 

the thirtieth centesimal dilutions, and the symptoms observed in the 

" pro vers" have been incorporated into our standard works on Materia 

Medica, in such a way that is difficult if not impossible for a student to 

determine in reference to many symptoms, whether they were produced 

by the drug or not. There are men in the profession who claim that 

pathogenetic as well as therapeutic eifects are produced by the thirtieth 

dilutions, and that provings made with these preparations represent the 

disease-producing properties of the drugs after which they are named. 

In view of the a 'priori improbability of the truth of this claim and 
of its importance, if true, I propose a scientific test of the pathogenetic 
and therapeutic action of the thirtieth Hahneraannian dilution. The 
object of this test is to determine whether, or not, this preparation can pro- 
duce any medicinal action on the human organism, in health or disease. 

A vial of pure sugar pellets, moistened with the thirtieth Hahne- 
mannian dilution of Aconite, and nine similar vials, moistened with 
pure alcohol, so as to make them resemble the test pellets, shall be given 
to the prover. The vials are to be numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 
10. The number given to the Aconite vial shall be unknown to the 
prover, and it shall be his task to determine which of the ten vials con- 
tains Aconite 

These preparations are to be put up with the greatest care, in the 
presence of the members of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, and 
then placed in the hands of an unprejudiced layman of unimpeachable 
honor, who shall number and dispense the vials as they are called for by 
the proveis. 

The provers must be physicians of acknowledged ability, who j)ossess 
a good knowledge of the recorded symptomatology of Aconite, and who 
have faith in the efficacy of the thirtieth dilution. 

If a hundred physicians engage in making the test, and all or nearly 
all single out the Aconite pellets, the inference will be that the thirtieth 
dilution represents the medicinal properties of Aconite. 

If only about ten of the hundred succeed in the trial, the inference 
will be that the thirtieth dilution of Aconite possesses no medicinal 
properties, for, according to the laws of probabilities about one in ten 
would guess right without making any trial. 

Preparations of Arsenicum album, Aurum metallicumj Carbo vegetabilis, 
Natrum muriaticum and Sulphur in the thirtieth Hahnemannian dilution, 
made with the same precautions and care as this of Aconitum, shall be 
vised as a test of the therapeutic powers of the thirtieth dilutions. In 
consideration of the inconvenience of experimenting on the sick, arising 
from popular prejudices, the number of vials of " unmedicated" pellets 
may be limited to one for each remedy, and the experiments tried mostly 
in chronic diseases. The real gain to the healing art, which will be ac- 
complished by the establishment of the truth or falsity of the theory of 
"potentizatioii," will amply compensate for the risk of delaying a few 
cures. 



The experimenters must be physicians of acknowledged ability, who 
possess a good knowledge of the therapeutic indications of the remedies 
tried and who profess faith in the eflScacy of the thirtieth dilution. If 
in this trial there be about one hundred per cent, of successes, the in- 
ference will be that the thirtieth dilutions have curative powers. If there 
be only about fifty per cent, of successes the inference will be that the 
thirtieth dilutions have no curative powers. 

If those who advocate the use of these preparations refuse to parti- 
cipate in the experiment, the profession will have reason to suspect that 
they are insincere. 

If the result of the test should be, to prove that the thirtieth dilution 
of a drug can make the sick well or the well sick, then it must be ac- 
knowledged that in this a great discovery has been made in Physics as 
well as in Medicine, and the science and ingenuity of the civilized world 
will be set at work to find out the useful applications of the discovery. 

If the result should be, to prove that the thirtieth dilution has no such 
powers as it is claimed to have, then the medical profession has a right 
to demand that the symptoms supposed to have been produced by the 
thirtieth and higher dilutions be expunged from our Materia Medica, 
and that advocates of the potentization theory shall henceforth cease to 
prate their " cures " in medical journals and before medical societies, 
which are avowedly devoted to the interests of Science. 



Report of a Committee appointed by the Miiwaukee Academy of Medi- 
cine, for the Purpose of Making Arrangements to Prepare a Scientific 
Test of the Efficacy of the Thirtieth Hahnemannian Dilutions. 

Mr. President : Your committee have carefully considered the plan proposed in 
Dr. Lewis Sherman's paper, for testing the efficacy of the thirtieth Hahnemannian 
dilution, and we are unanimously of the opinion that the test proposed in that paper 
is fair and honorable , and that the interests of science demand that it should be made. 

We recommend, 

That our society undertake to carry out the provisions of this test, and that to this 
end the essential features and the practical details of the test be given for publica- 
tion as soon as practicable to every regular Homoeopathic periodical printed in the 
English language ; and that translations of the same be sent to every known regular 
Homoeopathic periodical printed in foreign languages ; and that all other appropri- 
ate and accessible means be employed to give the test publicity. 

That the directions given by Hahnemann for the preparation of the thirtieth 
dilution be followed with the most scrupulous exactness ; that the alcohol used be 
of the purest quality obtainable, and that to this end, a quantity of the best, so- 
called Homoeopathic Alcohol" be redistilled in glass for the purposes of this test. 

That the Rev. Geo. T. Ladd, of Milwaukee, be selected to number and dispense 
the vials of test pellets as they are called for by the provers and experimenters ; 
and that he give a solemn pledge that he will not, in any manner, reveal to any 
person whicn of the preparations coming from his hands have been medicated 
with the thirtieth dilution, until he shall have been called upon to do so by this 
society, and that he will use every means in his power to preserve the purity of the 
materials entrusted to his care, and to make the test fair and honorable. 

That all provers and experimenters be required to send their reports to the sec- 
retary. Dr. Albert Schloemilch, before the first day of December, 1879 ; and that the 
result be published in full about the first of January, 1880. 

And finally, That this society appropriate a sufficient sum of money to defray the 
expenses of furnishing and delivering the test pellets of Aconite to one hundred 
provers— these being selected from the first who apply — and that the other provers 
and experimenters be required to pay in advance to the secretary of the society 
the sum of thirty cents for each set of test pellets sent them. 

Milwaukee, Dec. 3d, 1878. 

Eugene F. Storke, M. D., Albert Schlcemilch, M. D., 
Robert Martin, M. D., G. C. McDermott, M. D., 

E. M. Rosenkrans, M. D.,771 0. W. Carlson, M. D., 
•Julia Ford, M. D. 



At a regular meeting of the MiUa^kee Academy of Medicine, held April 
ist 1879, the following Resolution was unanimously adopted; 

Upon application by any Professor in a Medical College, or any other 
public advocate of the High Potencies, the Academy will prepare and furnish 
the 30th Hahnemannian Dilution of any remedy in common use, for the pur- 
pose, and in accordance with the terms, heretofore published in the pamphlet 
entitled "A Test of the Thirtieth Dilution." 

A. SCHLCEMILCH, M. D. 

April 2ist 1879 Secretary. 
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THE 



PROGRESS OF THE MILWAUKEE TEST. 

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE TEST 
TO THE MILWAUKEE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 



* 



Mr. President and Gentlemen : Your Standing Com- 
mittee on the Milwaukee Test beg to submit the following re- 
port on the present condition of that measure, which has now 
for over six months past engrossed the attention of a large part 
of the medical profession. The object of the proposition is 
well known to you, as are also its terms. Both of these have, 
however, been misrepresented by our opponents, which will be 
our excuse for recapitulating the main features of the measure. 

Two tests are proposed, both of the 30th Hahnemannian 
attenuation of any remedy in common use which may be ap- 
plied for. The first is pathogenetic ; the second therapeutic ; 
and it was believed that both these tests would cover all objec- 
tions which might be made. The only qualifications asked for 
in an experimenter are, that he shall be a believer in the effi- 
cacy of the 30th dilution, and familiar with the symptomatology 
of the remedy he applies for. No conditions are imposed upon 
him in respect of the manner, or method, o.r subject he may 
employ for his experimenfcition. He may test the remedy on 
himself or his mother-in-law, on the healthy or the sick, the 
young or the old, the obtuse or the sensitive to drug-action ; 
and, if he has any practice at all, he will know of some indi- 
vidual who is sensitive to some particular drug. The task is 
for him to designate which vial contains the medicated pellets. 

Naturally the question provoked considerable discussion, and 



* Reprinted from the Hahnemannian Monthly, October, 1879. 



of those who have shown any interest in the matter we find 
them ranged on two sides, for and against the proposition. We 
will quote a few of its many friends : 

Professor T. F. Allen, of New York, said, at the American Institute 
meeting : ** It is a step in the right direction." 

Professor Charles B. Gatchell, of Ann Arbor, says, in the March 
Observer : " I reganl the proposition as a very fair one. You may add my 
name to the list," etc. 

Professor J. S. Mitchell, of Chicago, writes: "I think well of. your 
plan. We should test our remedies fully in every way." 

Professor J. P. Dake, of Njishville, writes : " Your proposition is fair 
and the method decidetUy scientific." 

Professor Asa S. Couch, of Fredonia, says : " I am glad that your Acad- 
emy has moved in the matter of testing the high potencies. Shall hope for 
good results." 

Dr. Kich ard IIr(iHES, of England, writes : " I propose to bring it before 
the British Homoeopathic Society." 

Dr. H. M. Paine, of Albany, writes : " A thorougli and impartial test. 
I rejoice in your effort, .and I believe you will succeed." 

Professor Pemberton Dudley, of Philadelphia, says : "The Milwau- 
kee Test furnishes an occa.si(m which ought to be made the most of." 

Professor P. G. Valentine, of St. Louis, says: " This seems to us a fair 
proposition." 

Dr. H. R. Arndt, of Grand Rapids, writes: " Command my assistance and 
services whenever you please." 

Dr. O. W. Smith, of New York, writes : " Will aid you in any way that 
I can in carrying out your plan with determination and completeness." 

Dr. W. H. Winslow, of Pittsburgh, writes : " I am in sympathy with you 
in the test." 

Dr. W. F. Morgan, of Leavenworth, writes : " Your article seems to be 
candid. I am willing to co-operate." 

Dr. H. a. Foster, of Buffalo, writes : " It is fair, reasonable, and ra- 
tional." 

Professor A. W. Woodward, of Chicago, says : " I will find the medi- 
cated vial, I warrant." 

Dr. G. R. Mitchell, of Richland Centre, says : " I am heartily glad that 
the Milwaukee Academy has undertaken the work of testing the efficacy of 
the 30th." 

Dr. E. C. Morrill, of Norwalk, Ohio, says : " I can pick out the medi- 
cated vial of Nux every time, and will wager $100 on it." 

The New York State Society at its meeting in Februarj^, 
approved the test by a formal resolution, and appointed a com- 
mittee of three to co-operate with this Society in carrying it 
out. Two of the committee, high-potency men, refused to obey 
the instructions of their Society, and have prevented the issuing 
of any announcement by the committee, in accordance with the 
wishes of the State Society. The third member, Dr. Paine, is 
warmly in favor of the test. 



The following physicians, believers in the efficacy of the 
30th attenuation, have applied for and received the test- 
pellets. 



Professor C. B. Gatchell, Ann Arbor, 

Mich. 
Professor A. Uhlemeyer, St. Louis, Mo. 



Dr. N. a. Pknnoyer, Kenosha, Wis. 
I>r. C. R. MrzzEY, Watertown, Wis. 
Dr. E. C. Morrill, Norwalk, Ohio. 



I'ROFEssoR W. J. Hawkes, Cblcago, III. I Dr. O. S. Childs, Beaver Dam, Wis. 



Dr. William E(J(iERT, Indianapolis, Iiid. 

Dr. H. h. Waldo, Troy, N. Y. 

Dr. W. F. Morgan, Leavenworth, Kan, 

Dr. J. W. Thompson, Crrepufield, Mass. 

Dr. John H. Thompson, New York. 

Dr. W. H. Blakelky, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dr. W. S. Gillktt, Fox Lake, Wis. 

Dr. C. II. Hall, Madison, Wis. 

Dr. a. W. Woodward, Chicago, 111. 

Dr. O. W. Smith, Union Springs, N. Y. 



Dr. William B. Trites, Manayunk, Pa. 
Dr. M. a. Eies, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Dr. G. R. Mitchell, Richland Centre, Wis. 
Dr. p. Nel.son, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dr. William Collisson, St. Louis, Mo. 
Dr. E. a. L. Campbell, Attleboro, Mass. 
Dr. T. L. Brown, Binghamton, N. Y. 
Dr. C. Mohr, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dr. W. a. Pearsall, Saratoga, N. Y. 
Dr. W. M. Butler, Middletown, N. Y. 



The opponents of the test are well represented by the fol- 
lowing extracts from the letters and articles of the most prom- 
inent among the men who are daily furnishing the oft-quoted 
'^ great mass of evidence" for the medicinal efficacy of the high 
potencies. They are, strange to say, almost unanimous in 
condemnation of what would seeni to be an excellent opportu- 
nity for them to prove beyond cavil the claims which they so 
vehemently urge. 

Db. Ad. Lippe, of Philadelphia, calls it " an absurd question " and " a 
ridiculous test." 

Db. C. Lippe, of New York, says, it "cannot be a scientific test. I 
feel its absurdity." 

Pbofessob T. S. Hoyne, of Chicago, writes : " No use or necessity of 
proving what has been proved tliousands of times." 

Pbofessob T. P. Wilson, of Cincinnati, calls it "a madcap scheme," 
and says that it is " not only uncalled for, but bordering upon the ludicrous." 

Db. T. F. Pomeboy, of Detroit, lets the cat out of the bag, thus : " Tlie 
advocates of the potential efficacy of the 30th dilutions cannot be caught in 
any 8uch trap as it thus spreads for their feet ; nor can they be beguiled or 
misled by any such artful dodge as is proposed through the instrumentality 
of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine." 

Db. C. E. Blumenthal, of New York, says: "I do not consider tlie 
proposed so-called test of any value." 

Db. L. E. Obeb, of Wisconsin, says : " The proposed plan is iust as falla 
cious as the error you wish to correct." 

Db. S. Lilienth al, of New York, says : " The test is not fair, because it is 
not complete ; because it differentiates not strict enough." 

Db. John C.Moegan, of Philadelphia, says: "The whole movement [is] 
a partisan aggression, an effort to brand the whole record of homceopathic 
practice." 

Db. C. H. Von Tagen, of Chicago, says : " A local medical association is 
not the proper source for such a movement." 

Db. C. Peabson, of Washington, thinks tliat the movement is an effort 
to prove him " either a fool or a rascal, and a death-thrust at homoeopathy ; 
one that its vilest enemies have hitherto failed to equal." 

Db. ScHUiiZ» of California, seeing only the pathogenetic test, believes it 
will fail, and therefore will do homoeopathy no good. 



Dr. George H. Carr, of Michigan, writes : " The potency is altogether 
too low. In my every -day practice I use the 100,000th potency, and higher, 
as high as the 50™™ of some drugs. I am too well pleased with their action ; 
too much so to ever * putter round ' with SOths. When you are ready for a 
complete test, with genuine high potencies, I will be only too happy to ac- 
commodate you." 

Dr. R. B. McCleary, of Illinois, writes : " I have been using the high 
attenuations for years, from the cc to 85", with the best of results ; and I 
have no hesitancy in declaring my preference for the high potencies, but 
decline to enter into an arrangement to test already well-tested remedies." 

Dr. T. Bacmeister, of Illinois, says, that "every single principle under- 
lying this test is absolutely false, and the result .... is of no import." 

Professor Samuel A. Jones, of Michigan, writes: "I have no need of 
such a test. I have no time to spend in or on superfluous work," and with 
liis usual elegance of diction, ascribes it to " the piddling pyrrhonism of 
beer-brewing Milwaukee." 

Dr. William Gallupe, of Maine, writes us thirteen pages of " silent 
contempt," as it rightfully dcvserves. 

The journals have nearly all paid their respects to the Test, 
some by publishing the announcement, others by ridiculing the 
measure and its defenders, others again by misrepresenting 
both. The St, Louis Clinical Review and the Hahnemannian 
Monthly have not only indorsed the proposition, but have 
opened their columns freely for its defence. The Anglo-Ameri- 
can (h^gmion at first approved the plan, but after its American 
colleagues sounded the alarm, it joined in abusive misrepresen- 
tation. The Observer dodged the question by being " out of 
town," when the pamphlet announcing it arrived. The Honweo- 
path refused to publish the proposition because it had already 
appeared in print, and has editorially misrepresented it, and 
opened its columns to the most virulent attacks upon the Test 
and its defenders. 

Much hard work has been done by your committee and the 
Secretary, Dr. Schloemilch, in writing to physicians, answering 
inquiries, and defending the Test in the journals. In this they 
have been aided materially by Dr. Storke, of this Society, and 
by Dr. Paine, of Albany, New York. 

This report would be incomplete if it did not notice certain 
counter-propositions made to this Academy or to members 
thereof by gentlemen who do not like the plan adopted. Of 
these, that of Professor T. F. Allen is the most important, by 
reason of the prominence of its author, and of the place in which 
it was announced. Before the American Institute, at its last 
session. Professor Allen spoke bravely for the high potencies, 
and indorsed the principle of the Milwaukee Test, but preferred 
a different arrangement, which was, that Boericke & Tafel 



furnish him with one remedy in the «30th potency, selected from 
a list of six (or ten) remedies which he should name, and he 
would designate it at the next session of the Institute. 

Another plan is by an English chemist, a Mr. Alfred Heath, 
in the columns of the Anglo-American Organon, and is to the 
effect that this Society should send him three or four thirtieths 
of certain drugs designated by him, and at the same time de- 
posit with a well-known partisan of the high potencies a sealed 
description of the sjime, Mr. Heath thereupon to ascertain by 
experiment which remedy is contained in each vial. He does 
not say what he proposes to experiment upon, the sick, or the 
healthy, or the sealed description in his friend's hands. 

A third plan is propased by [Dr.] M. A. Bronson in the 
May Homoeopath, He wants us to order Boericke & Tafel 
to send him two unmarked vials, one filled with pure alcohol, 
the other with the 30th of Merc. Sol., and he will, by thera- 
peutic use, ascertain which is the remedy. He forgets that, if 
his credit is good, Messrs. Boericke & Tafel will^end him the 
vials without our order, and he can experiment therewith to his 
hearths content. His plan is exactly the same as the therapeu- 
tic portion of the Milwaukee Test, divested of any safeguard 
against error, or self-deception, or leakage of the identity of 
the material. 

A fourth proposition was made by Dr. George H. Carr, of 
Michigan, in a letter to your Secretary. He says he won't 
" putter round '' with 30ths, but give him genuine high poten- 
cies (100,000ths to 50™™), and he will be happy to accommo- 
date us. Dr. Schloemilch wrote, asking him to send on his 
100,000th of any drug he had most confidence in, and that we 
would return it with a similar vial of blanks. No response 
has since been received, although several months have elapsed. 

Another propasition is that of Professor W. J. Hawkes, of 
Chicago, made at the last meeting of our State society, and since 
repeated in the Honwsopath, He will undertake to pick out 
the 30th as often as we can pick out the 3d (he afterwards 
raised this to the 6th), and will l)et $100 thereon. 

Various other plans have been proposed in general terms. 
None have been strictly defined, except the foregoing, which 
are in no wise improvements on our method, as they diminish 
rather than increase the safeguards surrounding the experiment. 
Your committee would suggest that so far as this society is 
concerned the consideration of these proposals be postponed 
until after the conclusion of the Milwaukee Test. To take up 
every challenge, to adopt every plan or suggestion received 
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from persons who dislike the plan which we have adopted, 
would be to cause confusion, and a lack of uniformity, which 
could not help the final result, but would tend to weaken its 
positive character. One plan at a time should be our motto, 
and when we have done with this test we can feel at liberty to 
enter upon others. An exception, however, might be made in 
the case of Professor Allen, who, from his position as editor of 
the great Efn^^ydopedia of Homceopathic Materia Medica, is 
entitled to every consideration which will aid him in co-operat- 
ing with us. Your committee, therefore, recommend that your 
Secretary be requested to communicate with Professor Allen, 
aiiking him to state his objections to the method of the Mil- 
waukee Test, if he has any, and to define his proposition in 
writing, carefully surrounding it with strictly scientific safe- 
guards. When thus stated it will be in better shape for your 
consideration than in its present form of an oral proposition. 

Samuel Potter, M.D., 
Lewis Sherman, M.D., 

E. M. ROSENKRANS, M.D., 

Milwaukee, September 2d, 1879. Committee. 



FINAL REPORT 



ON THE 



MILWAniEE TEST Of tie THIRTIETH EMM. 



Tlie Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, in completing the Patho- 
genetic and Therapeutic Test of the Thirtieth Hahnemanuian Dilu- 
tion, makes the following report : 

That the unavoidable delay in making the report, was due to the 
removal of the depositary. Rev. G. T. Ladd, from this city, to Bruns- 
wick, Maine ; to his absence from home, caused by the illness and 
death of his father; and to the tardiness of the reports from the 
experimenters. 

That in carrying out the provisions of the test, we have adhered 
strictly to the details of the plan for a scientific test of the patho- 
genetic and therapeutic action of tlie thirtieth Hahnemanuian 
dilution ; full particulars of which, were published in the circular 
issued by this society in December, 1878. Tiie object of the test and 
the modus operandi were announced as follows : 

* * * « "Yht object of this test is to determine whether, or not, this preparation 
can produce any medicinal action on the human organism, in health or disease. 

" A vial of pure sugar pellets, moistened with the thirtieth Hahnemanuian dilution 
of Aconite and nine similar vials, moistened with pure alcohol, so as to make them 
resemble the test pellets, shall be given to the prover. The vials are to be numbered 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. The number given to the Aconite vial shall be 
unknown to the prover, and it shall be his task to determine which of the ten vials 
contains Aconite. 

** These preparations are to be put up with the greatest care, in the presence of the 
members of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine^ and then placed in the hands of an 
unprejudiced layman of unimpeachable honor, who shall number and dispense the 
vials as they are called for by the provers. 

"The provers must be physicians of acknowledged ability, who ^jossess a good 
knowledge of the recorded symptomatology of Aconite, and who have faith in the 
efficacy of the thirtieth dilution. 

********* 

♦* Preparations of /frj^;«?V///7/ alburn^ Aurum nietallicum^ Carbo vei^etabilis^ Natrum 
miiriaticum and Sulphur m the thirtieth Ilahnemanniau dilution, made with the 
s.ime precautions and care as this of Aconitum^ shall be used as a test of the thera- 
peutic powers of the thirtieth dilutions. In consideration of the inconvenience of 
experimenting on the sick, arising from popular prejudices, the number of vials of 
" unmedicated" pellets may be limited to one for each remedy, and the experiments 
tried mostly in chronic diseases. The real gain to the healing art, which will be 
accomplished by the establishment of the truth or falsity of the theory of •♦ potenii- 
zation," will amply compensate for the risk of delaying a few cures. 

•*The experimenters must be physicians of acknowledged ability, who possess a 
go »d knowletlge of the therapeutic indications of the remedies trieil and who profess 
faith in the efficacy of the thirtieth dilution." * * * 



2 FINAL BEPOBT ON THE MILWAUKEE TEST 

The committoe appointed by the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, 
for the purpose of making arrangements to prepare a scientific test 
of the efficacy of the Thirtieth Hahnemaniiian DiUition, reported 
as follows : 

Mr. President : Your committee have carefully considered the plan proposed in 
Dr. Lewis Shennan*s paper, for testing the efficacy of the thirtieth Hahnemannian 
dilution, and we are unanimously of the opinion that the test proposed in that paper 
is fair and honorable, and that the interests of science demand that it should be made. 

We recommend, 

That our society undertake to carry out the provisions of this test, and that to this 
end the essential features and the practical details of the test be given for publication 
as soon as practicable to every regular Homoeopathic periodical printed in the Eng- 
lish language; and that translations of the same be sent to every known regular 
Homoeopathic periodical printed in foreign languages ; and that all other appropriate 
and accessible means be employed to give the test publicity. 

That the directions given by Hahnemann for the preparation of the thirtieth 
dilution be followed with the most scrupulous exactness : that the alcohol used be 
of the purest quality obtainable, and that to this end, a quantity of the best, so-called 
" Homoeopathic Alcohol " be redistilled in glass for the purposes of this test. 

That the Rev. Geo. T. Ladd, of Milwaukee, be selected to number and dispense 
the vials of test pellets as they are called for by the provers and experimenters; 
and that he give a solemn pledge that he will not, in any manner, reveal to any 
person which of the preparations commg from his hands have been medicated with 
the thirtieth dilution, until he shall have been called upon to do so by this society, 
and that he will use every means in his power to preserve the purity of the materials 
entrusted to his care, and to make the test fair and honorable. 

That all provers and experimenters be required to send their reports to the secre- 
tary. Dr. Albert Schlcemilch, before the first day of December, 1879; ^"^ that the 
result be published in full about the first of January, 1880. 

And finally, That this society appropriate a sufficient sum of money to defray the 
expenses of furnishing and delivering the test pellets of Aconite to one hundred 
provers — these being selected from the first who apply — and that the other provers 
and experimenters be required to pay in advance to the secretary of the society the 
sum of thirty cents for each set of test pellets sent them. 

Milwaukee, Dec. 3d, 1878. 

Eugene F. Storke, M.D., Albert Schlcemilch, M.D., 

Robert Martin, M.D., G. C. McDermott, M.D., 

E. M. RosENKRANS, M.D., O. W. Carlson, M.D. 
Julia Ford, M.D. 

The society unanimously adopted the report, and has used every 
possible means to give the test publicity. 

We would further report, 

That the medicines used in making the dilutions for the thsra- 
peutic test, were obtained from the pharmacy of Messrs. Boericke & 
Tafel, and the Aconite tincture was tested by several members of this 
society, and found to produce its pathogenetic effects. 

That the dilutions were made by this society, in accordance with 
the Hahnemannian directions for the preparation of the thirtieth 

That at a regular meeting of the society, held April 1, 1879, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

•* Upon application by any Professor in a Medical College, or any other public 
advocate of the High Potencies, the Academy will prepare and furnish the 30th 
Hahnemannian Dilution of any remedy in common use, for the purpose, and in 
accordance with the terms, heretofore published in the pamphlet entitled * A Test of 
the Thirtieth Dilution.' " 
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ON THE THIRTIETH DILUTION. 3 

That in accordance with various requests of tbe provers we have 
prepared in addition to tlie dilutions mentioned in the pamphlet, 
patho^jemtb tests of Nux vomica, BeUadomva and Arsenicum aibmiiy 
and tlierapexitic tests of Sulplmr and Digitalis. 

That the bottles containing the thirtieth dilutions, thus prepared, 
together with a bottle of the alcohol used in their preparation, were 
given directly into tlie custody of the depositary. That he was also 
supplied with pure sugar pollets, vials and mailing boxes, and that he 
was requested to medicate tiie pellets, and dispense them according 
to orders, which he might receive from the secretary. 

That the applications for the test cases were given directly to the 
depositary as soon after their receipt as possible ; that all cases given 
out were sent by him in response to applications received by this 
society from the provers ; and tli^t in answer to our request we 
received from liim a tlioroughly sealed envelope, containing the sub- 
joined report: 

BowDOiN College, Brunswick, Me., Jin. 26, 1880. 

To the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine — Ge?itlemen: The report 
which is herewith submitted to you, I beg leave to preface with the 
following statements: 

The work wiiich vou did me the honor to entrust to me, has been 
most carefully and scrupulously done; the record has been accurately 
kept, and secluded from all eyes but my own. 

Great pains lias bt'cn taken to exclude entirely the possibility of 
guessing the medicated vials, instead of discovering them by scientific 
experiment. 

Nothing has been pormitted to indicate a difference in the vials 
tested, or to make it possible for any experimenter to detect in any 
way the reasons for clioosing one number, ratlier than another, of 
all the vials nunibjred to contain the medicated pellets. 

So far as the test has been made, it has been m^tde under the 
fairest conditions possible for me to secure. 

With these remarks, I invite your attention to the appended 
itemized statement of the tests sent, the time of sending, the persons 
to whom sent, and the numbers in eacli test of the medicated vials. 

These, gentlemen, are all the vials sent out by me in accordance 
with the instructions received from vour committee. 

I am, very respectfully youra, Geo. T, Ladd. 

In the tabular statement, the number of the medicated vial in the 
cases not tested, or not reported, has been withheld by the society, 
for obvious reiisons. The last column, giving the report of the 
experimenter, has been added, to make the report complete. 

Note. Beside the above, an appUcafion was received from Dr. 
Adams, of Toronto, Canada, for Lyc.~, in a ten-vial test. The 
material was prepared at a special meeting of the Academy, and sent 
by express to Prof. Ladd. Dr. Adams' name not appearing in Prof. 
Liuld's report, we infer that the package did not reach him, after his 
removal from this city. 
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* Five vials, one containing Arsen. 30. 

RECAPITULATION. 

TBN-VIAL, OR PATHOGENETIC TEST. 

Number of tests applied for and sent out, 25 

Number of tests on which reports have been received 9 

Number of tests in which the medicated vial was found, o 

TWO-VIAL, OR THERAPEUTIC TEST. 

Number of tests applied for and sent out, 47 

Number of tests on which reports have been received, i 

Number of tests in which the medicated vial was found, i 

FIVE-VIAL TEST OF DR. PENNOYER. 

Number of tests applied for and sent out, i 

Number of tests on which reports have been received, o 

Number of tests in which the medicated vial was found, o 

The thanks of this society are due to Professor Geo. T. Ladd, of 
Bowdoin College, Maine, for his disinterested work in the interests 
of medical science ; to the Hahmmannian Monthly, the St Louis 
Clinical Review and the U, S. Medical Investigator, for publishing the 
plan of the test ; and above all, to the persons who have magnani- 
mously taken part in the experiment. 

By order of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, 

Sam^l Potter, M,D,, Prest 
Eugene F, Storke, M,D,, Secy. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Feb. 16, 1880. 
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** ErperieTice isfaUaeums, and judgment d^^5ct*Zt."^-HiPP0CiiATBB, Aph. I. 
" Ourae, opprobrium m^edicorum" — Fiqulus. 



ABSTRACT OF A PAPER READ BEFORE 

THE MILWAUKEE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, 

BY 

SAMUEL POTTBE, M.D., 
April, 1879. 



[REPRINTED FROM THE HAHNEMANNIAN MONTHLY OF JUNE, 1879.] 



ADDITIONS AKD EBRATA. 

■ #■ 

Page 11; Insert the following in the table entitled "Hahnemann's 

nosological Record." 
^^3^ 77 Mentioned "once having prepared" the 90th of Sulphur, and using 
it once in one case of "rare epileptic attacks;" not claiming a cure. 
1833 78 Said of the 6oth, 150th, and 300th, that their action is of shorter du- 
ration than that of the 30th, "which is generally sufficient." Pre- 
scribed for himself "two olfactions" Coff.30th first, and then Calc. 
1838 83 Mentioned the 50th approvingly. 
1 84 1 86 Wrote to Dr Lehmann, his pharmaceutist, (or the 3rd triturations 

of several drugs. 
1843 88 Re^xirted two cases to Bonninghausen, in which he mentions having 
used Bell .30, Hyos.30, Sulph.2, Merc, viv.2, Ac-nit. (by olfaction 
of one globule in oz.j of alcohol.) 

Page 18, line 4 from bottom; for "w^/^r" read ''''scarcely nfer^ 

Page 22; Strike out the 2nd foot-note, it being misquoted. 

^lihvaukeey Jnly^ 'Sjg. Sam'l Potter. 



THE LOGICAL BASIS 



OF THE 



HIGH POTENCY QUESTION 



Inteoductory. — Hippocrates, or some physician contem- 
porary with him, announced the doctrine of similars in medi- 
cine twenty-six centuries ago.* Lying almost dormant for 
two thousand live hundred years, it was revived eighty-three 
years since (1796) by Dr. Samuel Hahnemann, and at once 
became known to the world by the persecutions which he and 
his followers suffered at the hands of medical bigots, who, 
"dressed in a little brief authority,^' scorned the formula, 
denied the facts, expelled the followers of Hippocrates from 
the temples bearing his name, only to themselves adopt the 
principle, reduce the dose, and quietly appropriate the vest- 
ments of the priests whom they still termf "quacks'' and 
" false prophets." 

The men who ten years ago sneered with Headland, " Who 
would prescribe Strychnia in tetanus,J Opium in congestion of 
the bmin, or irritants in gastrodynia?'' are to-day giving these 
remedies in these very diseases,§ as well as Aconite in syncx^hal 
fever. Belladonna in sore throat, scarlatina, and erysipehis. 
Arsenic in skin diseases and cholera. Ipecac, in vomiting, 
adds for acidity and alkalies for alkalinity, Cantharis ior 
chordee and strangury, ete. ; are using the homoeopathic tritu- 



* Basil, 1538, frob., page 72, line 35. 

t Prof. Bartholow's Materia Medica. New York, 1878. Art. " Aconite." 

X Headland " On the Action of Medicines," chapter ii. 

i Bartholow's Materia Medica. 
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ration in preference to the time-honored pill,* carrying the 
homoeopathic vials and cases, dropping a grain of all but inert 
powder in half a pint of water, and giving a child a teaspoon- 
ful hourly.f Yet they term homoeopaths '^ quacks /'X scorn 
the law of similars, blot Hahnemann's name from their med- 
ical history ; and even in progressive America have influenced 
the United States Commissioner of Education to ignore the 
nine homoeopathic colleges, the numerous homoeopathic hos- 
pitals and asylums, journals and books, and the six thousand 
homoeopathic physicians, when publishing a memoir in our 
Centennial year on a Century of American Medicine. § 

Why this injustice? Its parallel is not to be found else- 
where in scientific history. Tlie rule has ever been the reverse, 
and converts to a system have never hesitated to lift up its flag, 
when such action entailed no danger to life and property. It 
is a fact known to every intelligent layman that the leading 
men in the dominant school of medicine do not hesitate to 
acknowledge their use of similars, small doses, and single 
remedies. Why do they disclaim the source of their inspira- 
tion, repudiate the name of homoeopath, and call its pro- 
fessors '^ quacks ?" Why do they not acknowledge the errors 
of their predecessors, as they did of theirs, and break down the 
harmless and futile barriers which still stand nominally be- 
tween them and us ? Why, in a word, does the great body of 
medicine still reject homoeopathy ? 

Perhaps the cause may be found in our own temple. Have 
we at its very threshold any fetich which turns away our 
would-be friends in disgust and dismay ? Is there in our sys- 
tem any apple of discord, any debated question, never acknowl- 
edged even by a majority of our own school, which threatens 
our harmony, may be the stumbling-block which bars the 
progress of our principles towards general adoption, and toith- 
out which we would still be homosopathic physicians f 

Such a double-headed idol there is, I believe, whose title, 
High Potencies, conferred in the Duke of Gotha's stable by 
the horse-jockey Jenichen, has been the Mte noir of our scien- 
tific minds,, and is the fetich which has soiled our banners, the 



* H. C. Piflfard, M.D., Professor of Dermatology, University School of 
Medicine, New York. 

f Ringer's Therapeutics. London, 6th edition, page 101. 

t Prof. Bartholow's Materia Medica. New York, 1878. Art. " Aconite." 

'i Contributions to the History of Medical Education and Medical Insti- 
tutions in the United States of America. 1776-1876. Washington. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office. 1877. Pages 41, 42. 



cloud which dims the brightness of our armor. This monster 
has two faces : one bearing a physical aspect, reflecting as its 
main thought the exploded Grecian theory of the infinite 
divisibility of matter ; the other, a flickering treacherous sem- 
blance, a spiritual phantom, pointing to a new force, an im- 
ponderable something, which cannot be felt, or heard, or seen, 
but, protean-like, is said to arise by mere agitation, with as 
many definite shapes as there are drugs to rub it against. This 
is called the ^^ Dynamization Theory ^^^ and, like an ignis fatuus, it 
leads us into a veritable slough of despond, a quagmire in 
which we sink surrounded by the whitened bones of spirit- 
ualism, mesmerism, Reichenbach's od-force, miracles, transub- 
stantiation, trinities, vampires, elves, demons, witches, harpies, 
satyrs, and all the shapes, fair and foul, of man's imagination, 
fear, or superstition ; most of which have had their day, though 
many are still adhered to. These may be all good therapeu- 
tical agents of the psychical class ; as well as such potent forces 
as love, joy, fear, hatred, confidence in the doctor, his own self- 
assertion ; and if Jenichen, Fincke, and Swan had but potentized 
some of them, and we had them in bottles, labelled to order, in 

this wise, " Self-conceit of Dr. L , 200th," " Dogmatism of 

Dr. H , 30th," "Blackguardism of Professor J , 

1000th," " Mendacity of Dr. G , cm.th," etc., we might be 

enabled to perform some wondrous cures. 

But the second feature may be dismissed from c»onsideration, 
as it is only an excuse, an explanation for the first, and falls 
necessarily therewith. For, if we can show that there is no 
trustworthy evidence for the existence of medicinal power in 
the " high potencies," it will be superfluous to attack the ex- 
planation of how such power is developed. 

I propose to state the result of my own examination of this 
question, following the methods of logical science, without 
which it were vain to expect correct thought or accurate rea- 
soning. 

The Logical Requirements. — Inductive logic, "the 
foundation of all sciences,"* though dating from the Bacons 
in the thirteenth and seventeenth centuries, was not supposed 
by the most eminent logicians to be capable " of being brought 
into a scientific form,"! or given rules and systematic arrange- 
ment. But John Stuart Mill has so systematized the inductive 
processes, that we, who believe that through Hahnemann's in- 
ductions alone can medicine hope for attainment to the posi- 

* John Stuart Mill. f Archbishop Whately. 



tion of a deductive science, may, following Mill's rules, rightly 
observe facts, estimate evidence, and eliminate the fallacies 
from which arise the chief dangers in conducting a scientific 
investigation. The chapter wherein he treats of the laws of 
complex effects, resulting from a plurality of causes,* is of 
great value to our inquiry, and sd important as a means of 
education to the observer that I must beg of you its careful 
perusal. After stating the extreme difficulties inherent in the 
subject, he takes up a proposition very similar to that we have 
before us, namely : " Is or is not some particular mendicament 
(mercury, for instance) a remedy for a given disease ?" and 
proceeds to show the respective degree of applicability of each 
of the three processes; those of (1) direct observation, and (2) 
pure experiment, alone, being entirely inapplicable by reason 
of their characteristic defects, and the impossibility of realiz- 
ing the necessary logical conditions in the plurality of causes 
existing in the phenomena of life. By exclusion, then, he 
comes to the third, or the deductive method, which, he says, 
" remains to us as the main source of the knowledge we pos- 
sess, or can acquire, respecting the conditions and laws of the 
more complex phenomena, and consists of three operations : 
the first, one of direct indudicm ; the second, of ratiocinaiion ; 
the third, of verificdtioUy without which, all the results have 
little other value than that of conjecture.^'f 

With this eminent authority as our guide our proper course 
is to form a canon of inquiry, to lay down a standard, to 
which the evidence offered must conform in some degree to be 
considered logical. 

Canon of Inquiry and Evidence. — I would propose 
to follow the following order : 

(1.) In the present condition of knowledge has the theory 
the support of probability ? 

(2.) The original authorities; are they worthy of implicit 
and unquestioning confidence ? 

(3.) The witnesses to the facts on which the theory is based; 
have they been in the main careful, competent, disinterested, 
impartial observers, who have carefully recorded all the at- 
tainable evidence, for and against ? and is their evidence trust- 
worthy ? 

In the examination of the last question it will be competent 

* Mill's Logic, book iii, chap, x, seco. 6, 7, 8 ; chap, xi, sec, 1. 
t Sec. 3. • 
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to inquire concerning the evidence adduced, whether it shows, 
in respect to the facte (cures) : 

(a.) That the remedial preparation used was actually pre- 
pared from the drug after which it is named, and truly repre- 
sents the attenuation (or potency) stated. 
. (6.) That the disease cured, or a^emblage of symptoms 
alleviated, actually existed, and was not in process of self- 
limitation, or cure by some previous treatment. 

(c.) That all therapeutic agents used in the treatment are 
carefully described, with their several effects ; whether such 
agente are physical or psychical, material or spiritual ; as for 
instance, mechanical, topical, dietetic, magnetic, emotional 
agente. 

(d.) That duly considering the resulte obtained from every 
such agent used, the medicinal preparation for which the cure 
is claimed, exercised such a marked and predominating influ- 
ence, that to it alone can be ascribed the remedial effect. 

(e.) That the evidence above described is attested by im- 
partial, trustworthy witnesses, who are skilled in the knowl- 
edge of disease and all natural laws ; trained, careful observers, 
having had every possible opportunity to ascertain all the facte 
in the reported case ; having shown every reasonable effort to 
guard against deception ; and with no personal interest, other 
than a love for the truth, in the settlement of the question. 

Of course it is not supposed that in private practice it is 
possible to obtain in every instance, or even in a majority of 
cases, such perfect evidence as the above canon requires. It 
is intended to be a standard of comparison, to which the evi- 
dence, to be considered logical, must conform more or less. 
Should any case fulfil all these requiremente, it will have 
furnished all that the logic of induction demands ; but still 
the two remaining steps of MilPs method would have to be 
applied, namely. Ratiocination and Verification. 

The only objection to this canon, of which I can conceive 
as coming from an honest mind, is the following : " The effi- 
cacy of the thirtieth potency stands on the same evidence as the 
efficacy of the third ; if the evidence is insufficient in the former 
case, why not in the latter ; and must you not logically reject 
the one as well as the other ?" 

The reply is simple. If the evidence of physical science 
as to the presence of drug-matter in both attenuations were the 
same, the scientific probability (Article I. of our Canon) would 
be as favorable for one as the other. But in the one case our 
senses, aided by physical teste, enable us to know that there is 
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present drug-matter limited in quantity, but still measurable 
medicine. In the other, no such matter can be found by any 
means which the accumulated knowledge of centuries has 
placed in our hands; but, on the contrary, the application of ^ 
the molecular theory, the basis of present science, affirms that 
no such matter is present, it having been atomized in the tenth 
or eleventh dilution. In all matters of prlmd facie improb- 
ability, it is our duty to demand the highest degree of evidence 
attainable, the most careful observation, as much disinterested- 
ness as possible on the part of the witnesses, corroborative 
testimony, and, above all, the negative as well as the positive 
side of the case. 

An illustration will show this more clearly. Suppose that 
a competent physician asserts that three hours before he had 
swallowed fifteen minims of Tinct. aconiti rad. without ex- 
periencing any of the known pathogenetic effects of Aconite. 
We should not doubt him, simply because such an experience 
is not improbable. But, suppose the same witness states that 
he had swallowed the same quantity of anhydrous Hydro- 
cyanic acid without experiencing any unusual symptoms. To 
our minds his evidence, though just the same as in the first 
instance, would wear a very different aspect. The improb- 
ability of the fact stated would color every assertion, and the 
most searching examination would be insisted upon ere we 
gave in our adherence to the truth of his statement. The 
degree of probability which a stated fact presents to a certain 
mind, always determines for that mind the degree and amount 
of evidence necessary for the establishment of the so-called 
fact. Hence we will proceed, to examine into the probability 
of the existence of medicinal power in, say the thirtieth atten- 
uation, before looking at the evidence presented in its favor. 

Its Scientific Probability. — At this point the advocates 
of this "fact" usually trot out their subsidiary hypothesis, the 
dynamization theory, in explanation of how the power is de- 
veloped. We might, by examination, see that this theory rests 
wholly on barefaced assumptions, more difficult of demonstra- 
tion than Euclid's postulates, or the first law of motion. I 
might show you that it is opposed to all known laws of natural 
or mental phenomena, is inconsistent with itself, and violates 
every principle of reason; — but I forbear, inasmuch as it is 
wholly dependent on the question of the existence of the power, 
and must remain in the shade until the latter is established. 

The high-potency men say, that because matter is declared 
by science to consist of infinitely minute particles, it is not 
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improbable that such minute particles of drug have great 
power on equally minute particles of tissue. This position 
assumes the infinite divisibility of matter, its homogeneity, 
and continuity, a doctrine which, though advocated by Anax- 
agoras, Des Cartes, and Spinosa, is now abandoned by physicists; 
its antithesis, the molecular theory of matter, with its resultant, 
finite divisibility, forming the basis of existing physical science. 
From the standpoint of science, then, divisibility of complex 
matter cannot proceed further than the molecule, or atomic 
assemblage of its constituent elements. If, for example, we 
divide Quinia to the point where we arrive at its last molecule, 
it is evident that any further subdivision must rend the mole- 
cule asunder, and cause its reversion into 40 atoms of carbon, 
24 of hydrogen, 2 of nitrogen, and 4 of oxygen. The three 
gases escaping, we would then have for further subdivision 40 
atoms of carbon, and this attenuation and the next higher 
should be properly labelled Carbo, not Quinia, 

The question then is, at what degree of Hahnemannic at- 
tenuation is the last molecule of complex drug-matter reached ? . 
The molecule is no longer a metaphysical abstraction, but as 
real as the stars, and equally capable of meaBurement. Its 
size is placed M^ithin the extremes of the ssinrniriJinr^h? ^^^ 
^^ UTnJTD'ninnrTy*^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^7 ^^^ William Thomson and 
Professor Maxwell, the leading physicists of the day. With 
the smallest of these as the basis of a calculation which any 
one may make for himself, it will be found, to quote Dr. 
Lewis Sherman, in the Homoeopathiat for May, 1878, that " the 
number of molecules in a troy ounce of metallic mercury, in 
the ordinary liquid state, would be 85,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000,000. A fluid ounce of the 10th dilution, if perfectly 
made, would contain 850 molecules. A fluid ounce of the 
11th dilution would contain 8 or 9 molecules. A fluid ounce 
of the 12th dilution would have one chance in twelve of con- 
taining a single molecule; while a fluid ounce of the 30th 
dilution would have one chance in 12,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000, of containing a single lonely 
molecule of Mercury.'' 

Such then is the verdict of science, from the most favorable 
view of the case, for no other physical test is applicable as high 
as this. Chemistry has no power of search beyond the 3d ; the 
microscope cannot detect an object as small as the ^^^^Jinr*^ ^^ 
an inch, and therefore is unavailing beyond the 7th; while the 
spectroscope, the latest triumph of experimental science, has 
not yet advanced beyond the detection of the TBTJTioiruir*^ ^^ 
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a grain of Sodium, about the quantity in a grain of the 5th 
dilution. The theory of molecular magnitudes takes us higher, 
but stops at the 11th dilution ; l)eyon(i which it declares that 
the probability is against the existence of drug-matter, and, 
consequently, of drug-jK)wer. 

The Authority. — We next come to the authority for the 
theory. Who were the persons responsible for it? What light 
can be thrown upon their environment which may help us to 
intelligently estimate their value as witnesses? and do they 
merit our implicit confidence, our unqualified contempt, or our 
kind commiseration ? This part of the inquiry needs no other 
excuse than the saying of Locke : " 'Tis not worth while to be 
concerned what he sjiys or thinks, who says or thinks only as 
he is directed by another.'' 

Dr. Dudgeon, in his Lectures on the Theory and Pra^^tice of 
Hoviceopathy (London, 1853), states that when Samuel Hahne- 
mann reannounced the formula of similars as the guiding law 
of therapeutics he was about forty years of age, and his pre- 
scribed doses* were those in ordinary use, which he continued 
to use until 1798. One year after (1799), without any reason 
given for the sudden change, we find him prescribing the one- 
millionth of a grain. The only sidelights we can throw on 
this rapid descent are (1), the fact that it was contemporaneous 
with his expulsion from Konigsl utter, at the instance of the 
persecuting apothecaries; and (2), his own exultant hope, as 
he advanced higher, that he would " soon ha able to dispense 
with the apothecaries altogether." From 1800 to the announce- 
ment of the psora theory, twenty-seven years, Hahnemann had 
no standard of posology, as will be seen from the following 
table : 



* Grains x of Arnica root daily to children of 4 years of age ; grains iij 
of Veratrum album daily in asthma ; grains x of Ledum pal. to a child 6 
years old ; grains iv once a day in Colicodynia ; grains v of Ipecac. ; grains 
IV twice a day of Nux vomica; grain \ of Sulphate of copper, etc. 
(Dudgeon, op. cit., page 393.) 
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In his old age he fixed on the 30th as the appropriate dilu- 
tion for every remedy, whereby, he says, " all homoeopaths will 
have the same tools to m ork with ;'' but his then " high" posology 
did not receive the unanimous approval of his contemporaries, 
as the following arrangement will make manifest : 

Posology. 



Ai><>i'TKD Haiinkmann'8 Posolooy, 



Jbgidi (afterwards opposed it). 

Gross— y/ent up andaowii with every new 
moon, cured eouges»tions with ]H'llets in- 
fected wiih "blood-power" rronihi.sown 
blood, and had many other dcluisions. 

ITainmerer, theoretically, says be uses no- 
thing alK)ve 6tb. 

Hering advocated isopathy, Jenichenism, 
curing of bug-bitea by a bug potentizod 
to the 30lh, eradication of lice by giving 
to them a dose of louse 30th, etc. 

Mure, author of deerskin provings, proved 
lice, potatoTOt. 

Cruzent, author of the "day-theory" of 
dose, give the 100th if the disease has 
lasted 100 days. 200th if 200, etc. 

Nunez condemned all below the 2000th. 

Uteru. 

AUomyr. 



Opi»oski) and 
Dknounckd it. 



y1^:gidi. 

llartlaub. 

(iross. 

Wolf. 

Werber. 

Runimi'l. 

(Trifs>elich. 

Kurtz. 

Veith. 

Sihmid. 

Sthron. 

KIwert. 

Hoi big. 

Vt'hseuieyer. 

Liet/au. 

Schneider. 

MQller. 

Arnold. 

Watzke. 

Ilartmaun. 
And ull the 
English ho- 
mieopaths. 



Hung Between. 



Rau. 

iStapf. 

Watzke.(Nat.mur.,high.) 
Schuler. (6-12.) 
Noa( k. 
(Joullon. 
Whale. (6-18) 
Kampfer. (Grs.— 30th.) 
Koch. 
Scott. 

Trinks. (Practiced very 
low.) 



It will be instructive to examine 'some of the views held by 
the principal advocates of Hahnemann's 30th in these early 
years of homoeopathy. 

KammereVy Gross, and Hering, were all isopaths as well as 
Hahnemannians ; Dr. Hering being the introducer of this 
heresy into our school, and Gross considering it superior to 
homoeopathy. Hering urged the potentization of the faeces of 
cholera patients, the black vomit of yellow fever, the desqua- 
mated skin of scarlatina maligna as remedies for the cure of 
these diseiLsas ; states that a bug potentized to the 30th will cure 
bug-bites, and that lice and nettles may easily be eradicated 
from a home by administering to tliem, respectively, potentized 
lice and nettle-seeds in the 30th. Dr, Gross states ai^ a " fact," 
that he moistened a globule with his own blood, which was 
then placed in a vial with 10,000 other globules, and shaken for 
a quarter of an hour. One of these he placed with 10,000 
fresh globules, shaking for an equal time, and with a single 
dose of this preparation he cured many severe cases of con- 
gestion and haemoptysis. Dr. Mure proved the triturated skin 

I 
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of a deer with the hair on, the skin of the dolphin, a diseased 
potato, a louse, guano, and many other substances of which 
the exact nature is unknown. Dr. Nunez condemned every- 
thing below the 2000th ; and Dr. Oruxent formulated a rule 
for the dosage, which has one merit, that of easy remembrance. 
For every day that the disease has lasted he goes up one degree 
of potency. For example : ^ is the appropriate strength for a 
disease less than a day old ; the 1st, if it has existed one day; 
the 100th, if a hundred ; if a year, the 365th, and so on ad 
libitum.'^ 

We must now follow Hahnemann ufi the dynamization 
ladder. We have seen that his first infinitesimal was used in 
1799 ; two years after he published the first germs of the dy- 
namization theory, only germs, however, as he then relied 
wholly on the supposed number of points of contact which 
the attenuated medicine presented to the living fibre, and up 
to 1810 he always employed the expressions "diminution," 
" subdivision,'' " attenuation." His first potential utterance 
is found in an essay dated 1825, contemporaneous with his 
earliest employment of the 30th and with the seventieth year of 
his age. After this date he ran up pretty fast, forbidding the 
carrying of medicines in a liquid state for fear of the dreadful 
energy which the continued motion would excite in them ; vary- 
ing in the number of succussions permitted, between two and 
fifty ; vouching for the power of a globule of the 30th twenty 
years old, which had been used by olfaction thousand.^ of 
times, and claiming that smelling at the 30th was the best 
way of administering a drug. He began to be somewhat 
contradictory of himself as he mounted the dizzy height ; for 
instance, he asserts that a grain of soda in an ounce of water, 
shaken for half an hour, became equal in potency to the 30th, 
yet, on the other hand, that dilution is essential to the poten- 
tizing effect. He rested the whole theory and practice on the 
necessity for weaker drugs, the lower potencies being too 
powerful, yet he claimed a vast increase of medicinal power 
(dynamis) from the process of attenuation and succussion. 
But withal, he never went higher than the 30th in his practice, 
and, as we have seen, he expressed his belief! that " the thing 
must end somewhere, it cannot go on to infinity." 

The real inventor of the highest potencies was not a physi- 

* Dudgeon, op. cit., is my authority for the above. In his book will be 
found the references to each writer's utterances. 
t Letter to Dr. Schreter. 
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cian by occupation or education, but only a Sarmatian count, 
KorsakoiF, who ran drugs up to the 1500th by what he called 
the " infecting'^ process.. He placed a globule of the 100th 
in a vial containing one thousand pellets, and shook until 
they were all " infected.'^ 

But a horse jockey* in the stable of the Duke of Gotha, 
Jenichen by name, not Samuel Hahnemann, is the genius to 
whom we must do reverence, if the high potencies are to be 
acccpttxl. We do not know much about his process, as, being 
a charlatan of the first water, he kept it a profound secret, 
and Dr. Hering, who fell heir to it, has continue<l to keep the 
light under a bushel. All we know is that, by his own state- 
ment, main strength was his potentizer, for he did not at^ 
tenuate from his starting-point, but proceeded upward by 
shakes, ten being equal to one degree of potency, his highest, 
the 60", requiring six hundred thousand shakes. Counting 
five thousand shakes to the hour, and supposing that he could 
shake for five hours a day, this would require one hundred 
and twenty hours or twenty-four days of solid shaking for 
each drug potentized. Jenichen began and ended at the same 
point. Plumbum ;t his first potentizing having been of that 
metal and his last, also, for a ball from his pistol ended his 
life, and rid the world of either a fool or a knave. 

B(jenning1iausein, who, like Korsakoff and Jenichen, had re- 
ceived no medical education, Lh^s, Gi^oss, Stapf, Rummel, Jahr 
and Hering followed in the stahlmeister^s footsteps, all ex- 
pressing great fear of the possible energy which would be 
liberated by too much shaking. Hering, according to 
Dudgeon, was especially mystical in his ideas, naming the 
new force of nature " Hahnemannism '' (like galvanism, mes- 
merism, etc.), asserting that one globule of the 30th "infected'^ 
the whole air of a room, and that the atmosphere itself, if 
present in the right proportion, would become a new and 
powerful potency. Tietze believed the force to be electrical. 
Rummel saw the atoms of the 200th ])otency chasing each 
other over the slide of a microscope.^ Mayrhofer saw metal- 
lic particles of tin in the 14th, although no lenses have been 
constructed capable of resolving Nobert's twentieth band, the 



* See Dudgeon's Lectures, page 353, for a discussion as to the social and 
professional position of the charlatan whom the self-styled " Hahnemannians" 
delight to honor. 

t Dudgeon, page 355. 

X Air-bubbles in the evaporating alcohol. 
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lines in which are from 24T5V15U *^ iWroir ^^ ^^ ^^^^ apart 
Summarizing, the " authorities " stand thus : 



Dynamization Theory. 



Adopted by. 



Korsakoff, a Sarmatian count, " infected " up to 
the 150()th by mere juxtaiMsitiou of a medi- 
cated pellet, aud shaking. 

Jenichen, a horse-jockey, shook ten times for 
each depree ; went to the GO.OOOth, requiring 
600,000 shakes for each drug ; kept his method 
secret, aud finally shot hinist^lf. 

Bosnninghausen had no medical education. 

Gross (see above), Stapf, Kummel, Jahr, Bering, 
Joslin, 

Tietze believed the power to be electrical, and 
the same in every drug. (Rummel changed 
over.) 

Schubert went back to Zoroaster for his evi- 
dence. 



Opposed and Denounced by. 



JEgldi. 

Rummel. 

(iriesselich. 

Schron. 

Kretschmar. 

Werber. 

Wolf. 

Blelitz. 

Schmid. 

Lietsau. 

Kamnfer. 

Strecker. 

Schneider. 

Hartmann. 

VIeth. 

Trinks. 

All the English homoeopaths. 



In our own times we have the extension of the Jenichen 
delusion by the " fluxion process " of Fincke and Swan, who 
profess, by a method, wliich they too kept secret as long as 
passible, to make a 1,000,000th in less time than Jenichen re- 
quire<l for a 10th. They also revive the heathen myth, and 
claim to have potentizcd the sun. i>r. Rhees, in the No- 
vember (1878) Invest! f/ator throws some light on the source 
of the power said to be in Swan's mms., which the doctor 
believes (and strange to say states his reasons for the belief) 
to be actually lower than Hahnemann's 3d. 

To sum up the authorities, we find that of the men of any 
note among Hahnemann's contemporaneous followers, less 
than a score approved this theory, of whom the three most 
active and consistent were not physicians in any sense of the 
term ; two were adherents only in theory ; two more recanted ; 
another changed his views on the subject at every new moon ; 
another found his support in ages beyond the domain of 
history ; three more were mere laughing-stocks for the profes- 
sion* and the American member of the firm is found dealing 
in all sorts of contraband wares, among which spiritualism, 
Jenichenism and isopathy are not the least prominent. 

The authority then rests wholly on Hahnemann, and as 
tenderly as possible, but still honestly, we must look closely 
at him who has fathered such a vigorous bantling. 

I am conscious that any conclusions which impeach the 
infallibility of this great man will be considered treason, im- 
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piety, the sin of sins, by that class of homoeopaths who rever- 
ently apply to him the Saviour's appellation, and worship 
every rag of theory or fanciful speculation which in the most 
remote manner may be traced to his brain. There are two 
classes of physicians to whom I do not address myself, namely, 
the extremists on each side. Those who believe that because 
Samuel Hahnemann rediscovered a neglected natural law, 
every thought of his mind must be as true as his first great 
formula ; and those w^ho, on the other hand, finding some of 
his speculations absurd, and many of his assumptions false, 
would equally condemn the whole of his life-work, are so en- 
slaved by their prejudices that they cannot listen to reason. 
The audience I would appeal to consists of the men -who can 
revere what is worthy of reverence, and condemn what is de- 
serving of condemnation ; who, full of admiration for Hahne- 
mann's indomitable energy, tireless application, and brilliant 
mind, yet do not esteem him as an inspired, infallible god of 
medicine ; these I would urge to carefully ponder over his life, 
works, character, habits of thought and expression, ere they 
join hands with those who would have them implicitly follow 
his dictum, think as he thought, and speak as he spake on this 
weighty subject. 

We have seen that he was often inconsistent in his theories 
and statements; if we study his private character, we shall 
find him to have been enslaved by graver faults, especially as 
age laid its heavy hand upon him. Profoundly impressed in 
his youth with the uncertainty of the medicine of his day, of 
which he saw only its worst features, in middle life he stum- 
bled upon a forgotten method, which could elevate it to the 
position of a science. Completely devoted to this one idea, he 
consecrated his life to its development, and henceforth lived 
and breathed only for homoeopathy, which he sought to estab- 
lish as the foundation of pathology, psychology, ethics, physics, 
and metaphysics, as well as of therapeutics. Powerful opposi- 
tion, the vilest abuse, and the most bitter persecution, bringing 
exile and poverty, only made him more devoted to his gods. 

* 
" Untamed his pride, unchecked his course, 
From foes and wounds he gathers force." 

The natural result is seen in his bigoted intolerance, permit- 
ting no discussion of his views, brooking no shade of variation 
from his precepts. He said, " He who does not w^alk on exactly 
the same line with me, who diverges, if it be but the breadth 
of a straw, to the right or to the left, is an apostate and a 



17 



traitor, and with him I will have nothing to do/' In his 
devotion to his system he ignored even the emotions of our 
common nature, and never forgave one of his most active dis- 
ciples for saying in the sorrow of a bereaved father, that 
homoeopathy could not cure every ill. Such a spirit was 
scarcely capable of forming an unbiassed judgment, had it no 
other failing to still more detract from its judicial quality. 

His habit of dogmatic assumption forms even a worse fea- 
ture of his character. Boldly and blindly he lays down asser- 
tion after asvsertion without the slightest attempt at proof. A 
few examples from the Organon will suffice to prove this. We 
are told in § 11, that " in sickness the vital force is alone pri- 
marily deranged ;" that " diseases are produced only by the 
morbidly disturbed vital force;'' (§ 12) " that spiritual power 
is hid in the inner nature of medicines," and that " homoe- 
opathic dynamizations are real aAvakenings" of this power. 
And so all the way through hLs writings, though he never 
exceeds the following example, which, for pure assumption, is 
quite a gem : " I dissolved," he says, " a grain of soda in an 
ounce of water mixed with alcohol in a vial, which was thereby 
filled two-thirds full, and shook this solution continuously for 
half an hour, and this was in dynamization and energy eqiial 
to the thirtieth development of power " 

In one respect his most devoted worshippers cannot but agree 
that he is wholly incorrect, namely, in his pathology. He 
classes as " similar " measles and whooping-cough ; but as 
" dismnilnr/' measles and small-pox, which are so similar as 
to have been for ages looked upon as varieties of the same 
disease. His psora doctrine of chronic diseases, which cost 
him, he says, twelve years of continued thought and research, 
has never been accepted by any respectable number of his 
followers. 

As he grew older his failings grew stronger, and upon the 
simple base, on which his system . began, he piled mountain 
upon hill, Pelion upon Ossa, of assertions, speculations, and 
absurdities, until the wonder remains how homoeopathy has 
ever staggered along under the load. Sharp quotes Goethe 
concerning the Germans, that they " have the gift of rendering 
the sciences inaccessible," and says, "Certainly Hahnemann 
possessed the art of making homoeopathy unacceptable." Yet 
the system has made extraordinary progress, and if it could but 
unload the delusions w^hich poor human nature has imposed 
on it, and ignorant credulity has clung to, it might be acknowl- 
edged as the science of medicine. 
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Hahnemann is not alone in the history of reformers as 
possessed by absurd aberrations of thought, hallucinations of 
mental vision. Mahomet, Buddha, Luther, in the religious 
field, are examples in point ; and none better can be found in 
the scientific world than the illustrious Kepler, that mystic 
astrologer, whose many vain speculations are forgotten, while 
his three great laws form the basis of the present science of 
astronomy. His convictions that the earth was an animal, 
that the sun, stars, and planets were typical of the Trinity, 
that a force existed in the sun which impelled all bodies around 
him, and many other equally absurd ideas, do not, however, 
injure the value of the truths we owe to him, or of the discov- 
eries he made in astronomy, optics, physics, and geometry. 
So with the theories and speculations which emanated from the 
brain of the equally great Hahnemann. If some turn out to 
be but " chaff, which the wind catcheth and driveth away,^' 
the value of the wheat remaining is not lessened. We, who 
pay due homage only to his great name, should not be sur- 
prised to find some of his views to be untenable ; were it other- 
wise, he would not have been a man ; he must have been a 
god! 

The Witnesses and the Evidence. — If the authority 
fail us, we have yet the " mass of evidence,'' which we are told 
has been accumulating from year to year for the potential 
efficacy of the preparations in question. In the examination 
of this evidence I must beg my hearers to keep in mind the 
features of the standard we adopted at the commencement of 
this inquiry. The most importiyit of the requirements there 
laid down are those relating to the qualifications of our wit- 
nesses. You will agree with me that, if these can be success- 
fully impeached, their evidence will have but little value. 

A bitterly partisan witness before a jury on a question of 
fact carries no conviction with his evidence ; and an incom- 
petent, careless lawyer can bring no arguments, no precedents, 
which will change a previously formed opinion in the mind of 
a judge. But in any case of disease we have questions both 
of fact and of reason ; matters requiring the most profound 
knowledge, the most accurate habits, the most highly trained 
senses, for even their proper observation ; and there are neces- 
sary a strictly impartial mind, a ripe and educated judgment, 
^4?arefully trained in correct methods, to properly examine and 
arrange the facts, or to arrive at a correct induction. Yet in 
every journal, at every society meeting, we are confronted by 



i 



19 



witnesses to these wonderful cures by high potencies, who, 
often to our personal knowledge, are incapable of observing 
their own faces in a glass, and of reporting the changes seen 
on that familiar prospect. Perhaps such a witness has gradu- 
ated at a medical college after the maximum term of ten 
months' lectures, having had at his matriculation therein as 
much education or menttd training as can be picked up by the 
average American boy on the farm, in a store, or on the streets, 
whence so many of our students come. While in college he 
has seen on an average one fresh case of disease or injury 
every day, making 300 in all ; of which 200 were venereal 
and surgical, 50 were phthisical or malarial, according to the 
climate, and the remainder simple febrile conditions. The 
only Materia Medi(^ he found time for has been, perhaps, a 
pack of cards, from which he memorized thousands of bewil- 
dering symptoms ; an assemblage of phantoms, like the shifting 
sands of the pathless desert, or the countless forms in ocean's 
bosom, forming myriad combinations to the tortured mind ; 
phantasmagoria of inexpressible difficulty ; pictures which, 
like faces, are never repeated. These numberless effects have 
been produced, he is told, by ^s, 3ds, 12ths, 30ths, etc.; but 
mark, no diflerentiation is made between those resulting from 
the crude drug or from its decillionth attenuation. Probably 
a characteristic symptom is im])ressed on his mind by a beastly 
picture, which for pure filth might vie with the productions 
which the law excludes from the mails. He is constantly im- 
pressed with the personal infallibility of "The Master," 
taught to regard every word which Hahnemann ever penned 
as inspired, and every presumptuous doubter thereof as an enemy 
in disguise, a greater foe than the allopath, and the principal 
obstacle to the progress of " pure homoeopathy." He crams 
enough during the ten months' lectures to squeeze through 
his solitary examination of seventy or eighty selected ques- 
tions ; after which, if he has the net^essary money, he is clothed 
with sheepskin, and entitled Doctor of Medicine, Surgery, and 
Obstetrics; Master of Chemistry, Botany, Anatomy, Physi- 
ology, and the Laws of Health and Disease. Is such a man 
likely to prove a disinterested, careful, skillful observer; such 
a witness as we would trust to for the collection of important 
evidence on any question lying near to our interests or dear 
to our hearts ? * 

But his patient approaches ! Her story is soon told ; her 
tongue glanced at, pulse felt ; a few such questions are asked as, 
whether she sweats on the side she lies on, feels a stone in her 
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heart, or coughs at 4 o'clock in the morning. The doctor's 
vision is directed into vacancy ; before his mind the shadowy 
hosts of symptoms pa^ and repass in rapid review. A dim 
spectre arises from among their indefinite shapes. Slowly he 
advances, his attitude is listless, dejected; his limbs tremble; his 
ffleces are slender, long, dry, tough, and hard, like a dog's. It 
is the similimum! His name is Phosphorus! Back into 
chaos sinks the spectre, the doctor turns to his desk. From a 
vial of pellets which rival in size the minute mustard seed of 
the Saviour's parable, he carefully selects one, perhaps a Fincke 
mm. which he places gently on the patient's tongue, gives her 
a vial of blanks wherewith to amuse herself, and passes to the 
next case and the next similimum. Perhaps he has given 
her careful directions about her food, clothing, habits, ordered 
a series of baths, or the stoppage of some confirmed practice, 
or profoundly impressed her with the conviction that he has 
cured hundreds of just such cases as hers,— concerning all of 
which he makes no mention in his report of the case, or at best 
a mere hint at what he terms " adjuvants" to the potency. In 
a week's time, during which he has seen her perhaps once, the 
patient is better; having had herself rubbed, taken some 
domestic catnip, or had a good hearty laugh, of which the 
doctor knows nothing. Another minute pellet moistened with 
the properties without the presence of Phos., which was 
oxidized long before it reached his hands; the usual pious 
fraud Sac. lac, and at the next society meeting, or in the next 
journal, we are confronted with another proof (!) of the 
wondrous efficacy of the high potencies ; and abused as only 
physicians can abuse, if we dare to question the reported cure. 

The evidence will probably be presented in something like 
one of the following forms : 

(1.) " One case of ague, in an elderly gentleman of fourscore 
and upwards (after partial suppression by Quinine), was re- 
moved by Lycopod.^^, one dose. It was of the seven-day 
sort, "intermittens septiana," and had been a source of an- 
noyance for four or five weeks previous. There were no very 
prominent indications, but the few constitutional symptoms 
pointed more strongly to this than to any other remedy." — 
J. E. W. 

(2.) " Mrs. Blank lost all children soon after birth. Had 
ozsena for a year; under allopathic treatment had grown 
steadily worse ; involved upper lip, which was swollen to three 
times its normal size, and honeycombed with ulcers. Nitric 
acid^*", one dose, cured in two months." — T. C. D. 
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(3.) " Was called to see a child, four years old, sick with 
dysentery, very frequent discharges, small, bloody and slimy, 
great pain, constant crying and rolling in bed, had been under 
^^ old-school'^ treatment three weeks; gave Merc. cor.^°°. 
Twenty-four hours later was so much better it took no more 
medicine, and was soon well/' — A. M. C. 

(4.) " Another child, aged about four years, had been sick 
with dysentery, under old-school treatment five weeks, now 
getting worse. Pod. was indicated, and the 200th cured in 
three days." — A. M. C. 

(5.) "Girl, aged twelve, had been sick three days with 
diphtheria. At eight p.m. throat swelling fast, great diffi- 
culty in swallowing. Crotalus hor.^, two doses one-half 
hour apart, relieved at once; slept well, and was bright in the 
morning and the family happy.'' — A. M. C. 

One might suppose that the above were cases carefully 
picked out from among thousands of others more carefully 
reported. But not so ; they are all from a single issue of the 
Investigator (the 206th), and in the same number will be 
found under Professor Hoyne's caption, " Kali Carbonicum," 
over a dozen other cases with the same characteristic features. 
Not that all the evidence is of this kind, but the great mass 
of it is, the carefully reported cases being few in number. 
With the rivalry between journals, nine or ten struggling for 
existence where two would amply supply the demand, all kinds 
of such trash as the above find ready admittance to their 
columns, and in after years form part of the " great mass of 
evidence" we hear so much about from the high potency 
advocates. 

The principal objection to such evidence as the basis of a 
logical induction is its one-sidedness, being all affirmative, 
none negative. Never does an observer come forward, like the 
true scientist, with his table of successes and failures, by which 
a scientific comparison might be made. They are all suc- 
cesses, all cures, and of these, if they had any logical value, 
we have more than enough. But it may be safely maintained 
that this very superfluity of affirmation defeats its own ends. 
It proves too much. It carries with it the necessity of be- 
lieving an impossibility, namely, that all the witnesses were 
absolutely infallible in diagnosis and treatment, having al- 
ways administered just the right remedy. If not, there must 
have been failures. If failures, how many ? In what pro- 
portion do they stand to the successes ? These are natural 
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and proper questions, but we have no means of solving them ; 
the failures are not recorded. 

As to the logical value of such records of cures, we shall 
find, if we compare them with our standard of evidence, that 
they are utterly worthless. They simply prove that certain 
effects followed the administration of cerfciin preparations, but 
not that the effects were caused by the preparations in question. 
Their logical use as proofs of drug-efficacy is exactly parallel 
to the case of a man who should buy an annual ticket, use it 
every year for a journey to Europe, be always seasick on the 
trip, and then ascribe the sea-sickness to the ticket. They 
offer no evidence as to the genuineness of the preparation used ;* 
none, except mere assertion, that the disease existed or was not 
in process of self-limitation or cure by other agents. No 
credit is given to the many other means, physical or psychical, 
material or immaterial (dynamic), which were undoubtedly 
used, as we know them to be in all cases of professional treat- 
ment. No indications, or at most a hint at them, for the 
selection of the remedy or for the use of a certain potency. 
Some of the observers cure as well with the 30th, as do others 
Avith the 200th, or others still with the 1000th. No rule has 
ever yet been formulated by any body of men for the selection 
of the potency, yet we are asked to place this indefinite treat- 
ment alongside of the exact rule " simUia similibus eu/rerdwrj^ 
No reasons are given for ascribing the cure, as is almost always 
done, solely to the medicinal preparation employed, to the 
exclusion of all other possible agencies. No information is 
offered regarding the ability or impartiality of the observer, 
other than we may find in the language used or the tone em- 
ployed, and worse than all, no word is said concerning the 
previous experience of the observer with the same drug in the 
same complaint, if he ever had any. These are the objections 
I would offer to the use of such evidence to establish a logical 
induction, and when I add to them the almost universally 
patent partisan feeling evinced by the witnesses in their daily 
utterances and their journalistic attempts,t I feel assured that 

* They do not even agree as to the proportion of drug to medium in a 
certain " potency," nor as to the use or meaning of the terms " dilution," 
" potency," " attenuation." See the Investigator for 1878, for an animated 
discussion of these matters by some prominent physicians, some of them pro- 
fessors in colleges. 

t A writer in the Investigator of November 1st, 1877, is so completely 
potentized as to have lost all faith in " The Master," who, because he advo- 
cated the medium attenuations, *' forever tarnished," says this Hahneman- 
niac, " and paled the glowing brilliancy of a genius." 



23 



no truth-loving physician will permit it to influence his treat- 
ment of disease or his efforts for the preservation of health. 

The logical value of reported cures, unless the strictest 
possible requirements* are complied with in their observation 
and recording, is simply nothing. Even when every possible 
care is taken to eliminate every factor of error, the results are 
far from encouraging. Cures of disease are on record from all 
time, and are established on the same evidence as that on which 
history itself is built. Since the day when Moses is said to 
have healed the serpenl^bitten Israelites isopathically, to that in 
which Dr. D'Unger cures another form of " snakes/' the best 
class of evidence is attainable for cures of every disease by 
every method that human ingenuity or rascality can devise. 
Witness the history of the Weapon Ointment, the Tar-water 
mania of Bishop Berkeley, the Metallic Tractors, the King's 
Touch for scrofula or " king's evil." There is no fact in 
science or history better established by evidencey than are the 
cures of disease by the touch of a king's hand. The Privy 
Council of the kingdom appointed the day for the miracle, 
which was announced in all the churches of the realm. 
Bishops stood around the king, whose household surgeon in- 
troduced such as were really afflicted into the presence. A 
regular service was used on the occasion, which is still to be 
seen in old prayer-books of tlie Church of England The 
most eminent surgeons of the day acknowledged the efficacy 
of tlie touch. Popish or Jacobite bigots, bitter as they were, 
never denied but steadily affirmed that Protestant kings were 
thus gifted. Charles the Second touched nearly one hundred 
thousand persons. King James touched eight hundred on one 
occasion in Chester Cathedral. William of Orange could only 
be prevailed on to do so once, saying, as he laid his hand on 
the patient, "God give you better health and more sense," 
and the abuse he received from all ranks of society for what 
was considered a cruel and impious course, is ample proof of 
the firm hold which, as a question of fact, the superstition had 
upon the public mind.f Yet with the Tractors, the Tar-water 
and the Weapon Ointment, it has had its day, and now who 
can be found to acknowledge his belief in it ? 

* Such as the methods adopted by the English physicians to ascertain the 
truth of the claim made concerning the abstinence from all food of the fast- 
ing girl, Sarah Jacobs. See Hammond on Fasting Girls, New York, 
Putnam, 1879. 

f See Macaulay, Hist. Eng., chap, xiv ; and Macbeth, act iv, scene iii. 
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The Verification. — Having found the scientific proba- 
bility adverse, the authority untrustworthy, the evidence value- 
less, and the witnesses mainly biassed and incompetent, there 
is but one other logical method whereby to still further 
pursue this investigation, namely, that of verification by ex- 
periment — the third step in Mill's deductive method. It is 
evident that this might be done by using the ^* high potencies '' 
ourselves upon the sick, and observing the results ; and this 
is the never-failing exhortation of the believers. The objec- 
tions to this manner of testing have been so often stated that I 
will but mention the two of greatest logical force, namely, (1) 
the operation of the law of mental expectancy on the minds of 
the observers, and (2) the impossibility of controlling the en- 
vironment of patients in private practice, so as to secure the 
necessary logical conditions. 

A method, however, has been proposed, which is open to 
none of these objections, and which must give results according 
to the existence or non-existence of the medicinal power in 
question. The Milwaukee test, proposed by Dr. Lewis Sher- 
man, and published by the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, 
is an experimentum crucis which seems to fill every logical re- 
quirement. There can be no doubt about the preparations, 
they being prepareci in the presence of the whole society from 
the purest materials attainable, and then placed in the hands 
of a layman, who is wholly free from partisanship on this ques- 
tion, and whose personal and professional standing are so high 
in his vicinage, and in the country at large, that no doubt can 
rest on his honesty. From him alone the packages pass to the 
experimenters, he numbering them, and recording the num- 
bers of the medicated vials in every instance. That there may 
be no question about the ability of the experimenters for the 
work, they are sought for only among high-potency men, and 
thereby the door is shut against any charge of cookery or conspi- 
racy. The experimenters being ignorant from which vial to ex- 
pect the drug-results, can only select the right one by virtue of 
the drug-power therein contained, if there be such ; and we 
are wholly secured against any false results save only those 
arising from chance, which the theory of probabilities will elim- 
inate. 

The high-potency men have everything to gain and nothing 
to lose by this experiment if their theory and facts are true. 
The proposition is thoroughly scientific in spirit, and equally 
logical in arrangement. It can only fail by the refusal of 
those who profess to believe in the power to aid in its estab- 
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lishment. But may not this refusal, if general, be an equally 
potent factor in the decision of the question ? 

If the believers are satisfied themselves with the evidence, 
is it any reason why they should decline to assist in satisfying 
others, to whom the evidence is not so conclusive ; or to aid in 
establishing the tKeory as a sdentificaMy vet'ljied induction? 
Yet such has been the reply of more than one professor of 
materia medica in a homoeopathic medical college to the in- 
vitation to join in the test. What would be thought of a teacher 
of physics, who, when asserting the existence of electrical force, 
should decline to demonstrate it experimentally to a skeptical 
member of his class, though offered the battery and acid 
needed, with the excuse, " it has been proved, it is not neces- 
sary to verify it." 

Whether the experiment succeeds, or fails for want of ex- 
perimenters, one valuable result will be attained. The honest 
believers will be known, and whatever the result, their names will 
stand high in our professional records. But what will be the 
verdict of the public and the profession on the course of those 
who decline to verify their loudly-vaunted hypothesis ? They 
may find, between the dilemmas surrounding them, some loop- 
hole of escape ; such men always have a ready excuse. The 
question is, will their excuse be accepted ? If the experiment 
proves the truth of the high-potency dogma, what shame will 
be theirs who refused to aid in its establishment ! If the re- 
verse should follow, will they not run the danger of being 
accused of willful fraud ? If neither of these conclusions are ar- 
rived at, and the question stands as before, they cannot repu- 
diate the charge of self-acknowledged cowardice ; and can never 
more address a college class, or a medical society, or write up a 
cure for a journal, mentioning the 30th or higher potencies, 
without blushing at the remembrance of the Milwaukee test. 

Meanwhile it shall be our part to see that no one can here- 
after plead ignorance of the proposed experiment ; but to dili- 
gently cry it aloud through the land, and endeavor to reach 
every medieval ear.' We must expect abuse, ridicule, and mis- 
representation. Such have always accompanied the efforts of 
honest lovers of truth. But relying on the purity of our mo- 
tives, the justice of our cause, — ever looking steadily forward 
to the goal of our desires, the establishment of the truth, — we 
shall be content; remembering with the great Roman orator,* 
that " time obliterates the fictions of opinion, and confirms the 
decisions of nature." 

* Cicero. 
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In a pa{)er published in the June issue of this journal I at- 
tempted to show that the only logical basis upon which the 
drug-efficacy of the high potencies rests is composed of a mass 
of rotten rubbish, called " cures/' which have always formed 
the foundation of every piece of medical quackery by which 
the world of patients ha*s been deluded from time immemorial. 
Not denying the existence of the efficacy in question, I appealed 
from the so-called evidence therefor, to a positive experiment, 
conducted by the l)clievers themselves, but surrounded with 
safeguards against wilful or self-deception. In two short months 
I find myself the centre of a storm of " hail, dunder and 
blitzen, cyclones, volcanoes, earthquakes, tidal waves, profan- 
ity, scurrility, ^ oj>en letters,' and nitro-glycerin,'' as Pro- 
fessor Dudley too truly pro{)hesied. 

To put it in the fr)rm of a dialogue, it would read about 
thus : 

Dr. Potter. — ** I am neither a believer nor an unl)eliever in the drug- 
efRcacy of the high potencies, but an agnostic in regard thereto. I respect- 
fully urge that the evidence therefor, though ample in quantity, is utterly, 
deficient in quality ; and hope to see some strictly scientific test of the mat- 
ter made. In absence of a better one, I advocate that known as the Mil- 
waukee Test." 

Dr. L. — " You must unhesitatingly accept Hahnemann and his homoeop- 
athy." 

Dr. P. — " Read the Organon. If that does not suit you, take your maiden 
name ' Eclectic ;' otherwise I will hurl upon you the curse of Rome ! ! " 

Dr. B. — " Such an idea as yours is not fit for the mind of a pure Hahne- 
mannian. Your bubble test will soon burst if you champion it." 

Dr. M. — "Suckling I bow down before your seniors." 



* Reprinted from the Halmemannian Monthly, October, 1879. 






Dr. H. — " You Jiave just got your diploma, and are afflicted with a diar- 
rhoea of words. Constrict your upper sphincter." (Anglice^ "Shut up I") 

Dr. T. — " Schubert. Caspari, and Grauvogl. These be thy gods, oh, Is- 
rael!" . 

Dr. B., playing on a hand-organ (on). —"You're a liar ! and the Hahne- 
inannian a fraud ! " 

Dr. J. — " Borborygmi ! ! dunder und blitzen ! ! brekekekejc, coitx^ coax ! ! 
You're a piddling pyrrhonist, a callow fledgling, an encyclopaedic filterer ! 
Hie ! hfjBc ! hoc ! You part your hair in the mi(ldle ! ! Hujua f huic ! I must 
pay my dues to my gwldess, Oloacina. He spells Thomson with a p. Is 
that hydrous or anhydrous? Anhydrous, by Toodles, P. G. Tait, ana Josh 
Billings, my authorities ! " 

Of these elegant evidences of splenetic stupidity, I can at 
present notice but one, namely, the accusation of dishonesty, 
falsehood, etc., in the matter of I^ahnemann^s posology, and 
other facts of history concerning "the Master'' and his 
apostles, made against me by tlie editor of the Organon, and 
by Dr. Pearson in the Hcmueopaih. The former, in his last 
issue, takes advantage of an erroneous quotation* made by me 
in a footnote as an illustration, and calmly condemns my " as- 
sertions about Hahnemann, Jenichen, and many others '' as 
" equally inaa^urate," displaying " either a shameful disregard 
for truth,'' etc. 

In thus impeaching the historical facts referred to in my 
paper, the Anglo-American Oryanon impeaches the veracity 
of Dr. Dudgeon, to whose lectures! I expressly referred^ as 
my authority for the facts stated ; such as Gross' infected glob- 
ules, Mure's lice and deer-skin provings, the day theory of 
dose of Cruxent, the potentized shakes of Jenichen, the isopa- 
thy and lice eradicators of Hering, and the whimsical and 
contradictory senility of the immortal Hahnemann himself. 
As the editor of the Anglo-American Organori denies the truth 
of the facts stated, will it be considered heretical or presump- 
tuous, if I respectfully suggest that the next thing in order 
is for that gentleman to offer some proof for such a sweeping 
condemnation ? 

• Again, the editor aforesaid, and Dr. Pearson, accuse me of 
having falsified the record regarding Hahnemann's posology. 
This point they feebly attempt to prove by the use of garbled 

* The passage referred to (June Hahnemannian, page 340, second foot- 
note) was taken second-hand. I made the mistake of using it without hav- 
ing verified it ; but corrected this error in a list of errata (vide September 
Hahnemannian, page 572). — S. P. 

t Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Homoeopathy, London, 1865, 
by R. E. Dudgeon, M.D., translator of Hahnemann's Lesser Writings, and 
Orgahon. 

% Vide footnote to page 381, June Hahnemannian. 
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quotations from Dr. Hahnemann's papers, as well as from mine. 
My allusions to his dosage referred, not to his theories on the 
question of drug dynamization, but only to what we know of 
his actual use of drugs in his practic*e. I endeavored to show 
that, taking his homoeopathic career as a whole, he was any- 
thing but a high-potency man in practice. My generous (?) 
critics leave out the qualifying words of the sentence they quote 
from me, and then proceed to quote against me equally garbled 
extracts from Hahnemann's writings. For example. Dr. Pear- 
son triumphantly claims Hahnemann as a high potentate, he 
having used " the 90th in epileptic attacks." A reference to 
the passage* shows the true state of affairs to have been as fol- 
lows, the italics j)ointing out the words omitteil by Dr. Pearson : 
" Once having prepared a dynamized attenuation of Sulphur, up 
to the 90th dilution, I administered a drop of it on sugar to an 
aged unmarried lady who was subject to rare epileptic fits {one 
every 9, 12^ IJf. months), and within an hour afterwards she 
had an epileptic fit, and since then has remained quite free 
from them." 

Dr. Pearson also states that Hahnemann "rifeked his life on 
the 30th, and cured himself of a dangerous attack with the 30th 
of Coffee," omitting, however, to say that the " cure " was 
made by " two olfavtmis, of Coff. cr. 30th first, and then of 
Calc."t He further asserts that Hahnemann, in 1843, " re- 
ported cases to Dr. Von B(enninghaus(»n, cured with the 60th 
potency." Turning to the bookj we find that, in the report 
of these cases, no potency above the 30th is mention(xl, but 
Merc, and Sulph. were used therein in the 2d ; and that the 
only reason we have for supposing that the 60th wfis an agent 
in these cases, is that, in a footnote. Dr. Dudgeon says that Dr. 
Von Boenninghausen says that he (Von B(rnninghausen) under- 
stood Hahnemann to mean the 60th whenever he omitted to 
designate the potency employed. Truly the self-styled " true 
follower of Hahnemann " must acknowledge himself guilty 
of the " reckless unscrupulousness " which he so readily charges 
to my account. 

Again, Dr. Pearson says that in " the entire Oi^ganmij every 
page . . . where the dose is referrwl to at all, the 30th or higher 
potencies always take the precedence." The italics are mine, 



* LeHHcr Writings, page 763. 

t Hahnemann's Lesser Writings, page 770. Tlie smelling part of the 
"cure" would have destroyed its validity in the mipds of even most, high- 
potency men of the present day. — S. P. 

t Op. cit., page 773. 






and serve to point out the gross misrepresentation of which my 
critic is guilty, for in the five editions of that work there is not 
a single instance recorded of Hahnemann's having used a dilu- 
tion or potency above the 30th, and but one distinct reference 
to the existence of such prej)arations.* Dr. Pearson might 
just as well have sjiid, with equal truth, that " on every page 
of the Bible where railroads are referred to at all, the four- 
foot gauge, or narrower, always takes the precedence." Against 
such methods of argument I can only state the facte, and leave 
the conclusions regarding my critic's sincerity of purpose and 
honesty of statement to be drawn by the reader. 

The table entitled " Hahnemann's Posology," in my June 
paper, was compiled from Dudgeon's lectures. Since ite pub- 
lication I have had the pleasure of reading a more complete 
presentation of the facts by Dr. Richard Hughes, in the Brit- 
ish Journal of Homoeopathy for April, 1878, from which I 
have compiled the table appended to this paper, which materi- 
ally supplemente the other. An analysis of the facts stated by 
Dr. Hughes does not show any material diflFerence in the reciord. 
It will be found that all the definite references made by Hahne- 
mann to any dilution higher than the 30th are only five in 
number, namely : 

(1.) In his Tlst year (1826) he said he found Thuja 60th more potent than 
the 30th in svcoHis. 

(2.) In his 77th year (1832) he said he had "once prepared" the 90th 
of Sulph. (see ante). 

(3.) In his 78th year (1833) he said of the 60th, 150th, and 300th, that 
their action is of shorter duration than that of the 30th, " which is gener- 
ally sufficient." 

(4.) In the same year on one occasion he prescribed for himself olfactions 
of the 30th. 

(5.) In his 83d year (1838) he mentioned the 50th as having " most pene- 
trating efficacy." 

Out of 183 recorded directions for the dose in his writings, 
after his announcement of the law of similars, only 27 are for 
the 30th, only one for the 60th, and not one for a higlier po- 
tency. 

Although in his 74th year he fixed on the 30th for every 
drug, six years later he departed from this rule by pre^CTibing 
the use of the 6th and 24th ; and after seven years' further ex- 

* 5th ed., note to ? 287. 
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perience ho ordored from liis phaniuutiutist the 3d trituration 
of several druj»;s. He used crude drugs for thirty-two years of 
his hom(eopatliic career, down to the 73d year of his age (1828). 
In the last year of his life, the 89th, he prescribed Merc, and 
Sulph. in the 2d ; and at his death liis pocket-case was found 
to c»ontain all dilutions from the 3d to the 30th, but none in a 
higher potency. In 1829 he disjipproved of diluting beyond 
the 3()th, saying to Dr. ScJireter : " The thing must end some- 
where; it cannot go on to infinity ;'' and, in 1832, he condemned 
Korsakoff's potencies as useless to the physician, though inter- 
esting as a proof of the divisibility of matter. 

Therefore I would say with Dr. Hughes, that " the truest 
disciples of Hahnemann are those who follow him as he was 
in the years from 1796 to 1828, rather than those who count 
the 30th itself a low potency, and dwell habitually in an ex- 
alted region far above that which the Master but looked into, 
and himself but seldom entered." 
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THE 



MILWAUKEE TEST. 



BY SAMUEL POTTER, M.D., 



Milwaukee, Wis. 



The last number of this Journal contains an article* on the 
above subject, which, professing to be strictly scientific, and to 
deprecate the partisanship which the author ascribes to the 
originators of the Milwaukee Test, is nevertheless so manifestly 
unscientific and partisan itself, that I cannot, in justice to the 
Milwaukee measure, permit it to go unanswered. 

The article in question is unscientific because it appeals in 
every paragraph to the authority of the seniors in the profes- 
sion — to the sayings of men, whom it terms " canonized," with 
as much reverence as Rome gives to her saints ; and because it 
indulges in the petty argumentum ad hominem which has for its 
weapons only such terms as " sucklings of homoeopathy," " re- 
cruits," " colts," etc., intruding themselves upon its reader ad 
nauseam. Science lets no authority, be he saint or demon, 
stand against an experimental demonstration. Science despises 
such tools as are quoted above ! If the rawest boy can batter 
down the theories raised by its most revered names, scientific 
men do not hurl names at him, but calmly proceed to verify his 

* The Milwaukee Test, by John C. Morgan, M.D., Philadelphia, Pa. N. A. 
Jour, Hom,y August, 1879. 



experiments for themselves. When Hall struck the first great 
blow at the nebular hypothesis, last year, by the assertion that 
the newly discovered satellites of Mars do not obey its man- 
dates ; instead of sitting down upon Hall, and fixing their eyes 
on Laplace, the astronomers of the world turned their gaze to 
Mars, in order to verify the statements of the observer. But, 
in medicine how difterent ! Let a young man propose to test 
the dogmas of Hahnemann, Dunham, or any other patriarch of 
Homoeopathy, by subjecting them to a test in which the inte- 
rested parties have no especial advantage, and he is met with 
misrepresentation first, then with abuse, and finally the passions 
of his fellows are appealed to in order to squelch such a dan- 
gerous '* firebrand." The worn-out phrase : " My forty-two 
years' experience as a physician," is set up against his honest 
doubts, and if he refuses to accept the forty-two years' experi- 
ence, and continues to demand a test thereof, the owner of the 
experience is insulted, and Hahnemann, like Jesus, crucified 
afresh. 

The article referred to is partisan, because (1), its argument 
is all of this kind ; (2) it fears that internal strife about poten- 
cies, will " retard our advance upon the strongholds of medical 
charity ,'and emolument as well." It fears, in plain English, 
that the " flesh-pots of Egypt," now so plainly in sight, will 
become more dim to homoeopathic eyes. But the Milwaukee 
Academy of Medicine wants to get at the truth of the question 
of drug-efficacy in the 30th potency, and is not at present going 
after " flesh-pots ;" its eyes are upon the promised land of 
Truth, and Egypt lays a long way to the rear, across the Red 
Sea of bigotry. 

The author attacks the validity of the Milwaukee Test by 
raising a man of straw ; taking a bit here, and a scrap there, 
out of Dr. Lewis Sherman's paper, and having built his man, 
calls it " The Milwaukee Test^^^ and then proceeds valiantly to 
knock it down. This is a very old and simple method of war- 
fare, but not always a successful one, inasmuch as, like a bal- 
loon, it only requires a slight pen-prick to bring it to grief. 
One point may be here stated plainly, so that all who run may 



3 

read. Dr. Lewis Sherman is not the Milwaukee Test, nor is 
the Milwaukee Test Dr. Lewis Sherman. These two identities 
have lately become so mixed, that we, in this region, sometimes 
wonder at the density of the fog which beclouds our eastern 
brethren, when discussing this subject. If Dr. Sherman stated, 
in his preliminary paper, certain conclusions which might, in 
his private opinion^ be deduced from certain supposed results of 
the Test, there is therein not a scintilla of evidence that such 
are to be the foregone conclusions of any "jury," "court," or 
"magisterial" organization whatever. The deductions from 
the test must be left for each man to make for himself. The 
facts alone will be published. There is no "court," no ''jury" 
in the case. The whole Society, composed of high and low, 
and no potency men, is responsible for the genuineness of the 
preparations, which are deposited in the hands of au unpreju- 
diced layman (a Professor in Bowdoin College, and lecturer at 
Andover), from whom they pass to the experimenters. The 
experimenters have but one task, namely, to discover the one 

« 

vial which, in each case, contains the medicated pellets. They 
are bound by no rules, no methods ; but are left to choose their 
own manner of experimentation. Can anything be more fair? 
Yet the validity of this plan is impeached, because, forsooth, 
one Dr. Lewis Sherman has expressed some views of his own 
about the probable value of certain supposable results. 

When the writer referred to comes to deal with the question 
of the probabilities of the test, he gets at sea without a rudder. 
Starting out with an utterly false premise ; all his argument, 
founded thereon, must ignominiously settle in the waste of 
waters which has buried many an unseaworthy craft before. 
On page 114, after correctly stating the chance of guessing the 
correct vial as -^ in the case of the pathogenetic test, he makes 
the curious and incorrect assertion that " if anybody does desig- 
nate S, in the Milwaukee test, by the supposed physiological 
effects of Aconite on his body, the inevitable conclusion will 
be, that nine chances to one^ the S (Aconite) is really there ; and 
is recognizable, physiologically, and therefore outside of hazard 
altogether,^^ The italics are mine, and serve to emphasize the 



ludicrous character of the gentleman's commencement at the 
question of probabilities. If he would reverse his statement 
exactly, tail for head, he would be nearer the mark. Accord- 
ing to the above statement, if anybody (any single individual) 
should designate vial iSTo. 1, there would be nine chances to one 
that the Aconite is there, even though 999,999,999 other indi- 
viduals should designate other vials. Or, if one designates 
vial ITo. 1, and another designates vial No. 2, and another No. 
8, and so on, there would be nine chances to one that each of 
them is correct, that the S is really there. Any old gambler 
who ever lost money on the chances at cards. Would laugh at 
such a statement of the doctrine of probabilities, and would 
bet money against Dr. Morgan's anybody every time. No! the 
chances in such a case would be stated thus: if one hundred 
are experimenting, there would be one chance that he selected 
the vial by reason of special cause (Aconite-power therein), to 
about 37,000 that he did it by pure chance. 

If two should select the correct vial, the chance would be 
still about 1 to 35,000 that each of them selected the vial by 
the operation of special cause, and so on ; the chance does not 
alter for each experimenter considered singly. But where the 
evidence for or against the existence of drug power comes in, 
is in the number of experimenters who have correctly designated 
the medicated pellets, as compared with the number who have not 

If there are one hundred experimenters who report, and less 
than ten have correctly designated the medicated pellets, there 
is no evidence for the existence of special cause. But if more 
than ten, if fifteen so designate them, the chance that they did 
so by virtue of special cause, will be as 9, to 1 that they did so 
by chance. If more than this are correct, the chances will be 
as follows : 



NO. OF CORRECT REPORTS. 



CHANCES IN FAVOR OF 

EXISTENCE OF SPECIAL 

CAUSE. 



18 out of 100 
20 " " 
22 " " 
30 '* 



u 



99 

999 

9 999 

9,999,999,'999 



CHANCE AGAINST THE 

EXISTENCE OF SPECIAL 

CAUSE. 



1 
1 
1 
1 



T 



and 80 on, every additional correct resnlt increasing the prob- 
ability for the ex- 
istence of special 
cause. This may 
be illustrated to 
the eye by a 
curve, somewhat 
like that append- 
ed, crossing the 
line representing 
the number of 
experimenters, at 
the point 0, or |J_ \j^\ 
the 10 per cent. 
of that number, 
Representing the 
probability for special cause by x, its value would increase 
rapidly, like the ordinates of the curve, with every additional 
correct result above the point 0. At this point x =^ zero ; 
while below it x would have, if any, a minus value, arid the 
probability against the existence of special cause would pre- 
ponderate. There can, as a matter of course, from the nature 
of the question, be no absolute determination of the existence 
or non-existence of special cause; in theory the curve always 
approaching but never meeting the extreme ordinate, as it (the 
curve) departs towards infinity. The question, like all induc- 
tions of the kind, is wholly one of probabilities; but a proba- 
bility like that shown above at the 30 correct reports, 9,999, 
999,999 to 1, is practically a demonstration. What, then, are 
the high potency opponents of this test afraid of, that they so 
loudly clamor against it, and so eagerly marshal their forces 
for its overthrow ? There can be but one reply, namely, that 
they fear that they will not obtain enough correct results to 
establish a fair probability for the drug efficacy. Afraid ! that 
out of one hundred self-styled experts in Materia Medica, they 
cannot muster twenty who can recognize their pet drugs, and 
establish a probability of 999 to 1 for their efficacy ! 



Here I would ask, what becomes of Dr. Morgan's " many fal- 
lacies" in his first reason for denying the validity of the test. 
'"No allowance," he says, "is made" for unsasceptibility, dis- 
turbing influences, errors of dosage, intervals and judgment. 
On the foregoing basis, are not 70 incorrect answers out of 100 
margin sufllcient for all these disturbances ? In that case the 
special cause would have a probability in its favor of 9,999, 
999,999, to 1 against it. Or, if 70 are not enough, take 80 ! 
The special cause will still have a probability in its favor of 
999, to 1 against it. Remembering that not Aconite alone, but 
any common drug that may be called for, is furnished, and that 
each experimenter may select the drug which he prefers, it 
would seem that ample allowance is here made for all disturb- 
ing influences. 

" What, then, is left of the Milwaukee Test?" asks Dr. Mor- 
gan. Instead of being " an eiFort to brand the whole of homoeo- 
pathic practice," it will become, if such results as the above 
should follow, the pride of the high-potency believers, and the 
strongest possible evidence that the present basis of physical 
science is tottering. Whatever be the result, it will serve to 
direct the minds of truth-searchers towards exact methods of 
experiment, rather than the ever ready "cures," which have 
propped up all quackery since quacks first deluded mankind. 
This is already seen in the number and variety of similar ex- 
periments proposed to us since the Test was announced. But 
they all fall short in the strictness of their safeguards ; they 
leave too many holes for rats to crawl through. Not one has 
been propounded which increased the severity of the safeguards 
against deception. 

The Milwaukee Test has not been proposed for the purpose 
of proving either side of the question at issue. In this respect it 
is the least partisan of all that have been heard of, and presents 
a marked contrast to spme, which have been undertaken for 
the expressly stated purpose of proving that the high potencies 
are eflicacious. It's plan is very simple, and very clear to any 
one who wishes to understand it. The 30th Hahnemannian 
attenuation of any ordinary drug called for is prepared in the 



presence of the members of the society, which includes high, 
low, and no-potency men in its ranks. The attenuation is then 
handed to the unprejudiced layman, who acts as depositor, and 
who from it medicates the pellets in one vial in each set of ten 
or two, as the case may be. From him these vials pass to the 
experimenters, who are chosen from believers in the high po- 
tencies exclusively ; who, being practising physicians, and pre- 
sumably the most familiar with the most delicate shades of 
symptomatology, are the best qualified men to seek for the 
medicated pellets. The layman keeps the record ; no partisan 
has any control over it ; the experimenters cannot possibly find 
out the secret of the vials, except by virtue of the drug-eflicacy, 
or of chance. There is no pharmaceutist responsible for the 
power of his preparations^ with a dozen employees to trust to 
in their preparation, who might easily be corrupted. The only 
chance for crookedness is in the person of the depositor ; but 
his standing is so high throughout the whole country, and be- 
ing a layman without any personal or professional interest in 
the question, except as a scientific problem, that contingency is 
reduced to a minimum. 

We, of the Milwaukee Academy, believe that the arrange- 
ment of this Test is the best which has yet been proposed for 
this purpose ; and earnestly desire the co-operation of any hon- 
est high-potency physician who wishes to place his faith on a 
basis which will be acceptable to the unbelievers. Last June, 
on Lake George, the writer asked the editor of this journal why 
he would refuse, if lecturing on physics, to demonstrate the ex- 
istence of electrical force to a skeptical student who might of- 
fer him the battery and reagents wherewith to do so. The 
question was not answered then, nor has it been since. Yet 
this is exactly what the high-potency men are doing to-day in 
regard to the Milwaukee Test. Teaching the doctrines of drug- 
dynamization, and the existence of drug-force in these prepara- 
tions, daily, aye, hourly, in journals, college classes, hospitals, 
private practice, etc., when they are approached with the tools, 
and asked to demonstrate it in a manner satisfactory to the 
skeptics, they turn aside in contempt, and point to their won- 



